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THE OCTAGON 


A Journal of The American Institute of Architects 


After the Convention 


This monthly bulletin, known as THE OcTacon, 
should be regarded by every member as a communi- 
cation to him from the Institute. He should read it 
as a matter of duty, if not through inclination. 

Also, it is the privilege, and the duty, of each 
member to be informed about Institute affairs and 
about those of its activities which are intended 
to advance the cause of architecture and the posi- 
tion of the architect. 

It seems appropriate to outline here the field to 
be covered by the May, June and July numbers of 
Tue Ocracon. 

As a measure of economy, the Proceedings of the 
Convention will not be published this year, but 
will be combined with the Proceedings of next year. 
Therefore, certain Convention documents and reso- 
lutions must be transmitted to the membership in 
THe Ocracon. 

In this number will be found the President’s Ad- 
dress, the Report of the Board of Directors, and 
Convention action on Federal Employment of Pri- 
vate Architects, on Unification of the Architectural 
Profession and on Institute endorsement of The 
Architects’ Small House Service Bureau. 

In the June number will appear three reviews of 
the Convention by distinguished observers, as fol- 
lows: Robert D. Kohn, Past-President, of New 
York; Hubert G. Ripley, of Boston; and Lancelot 
Sukert, of Detroit. Also, a critical essay by Wil- 
liam A. Delano, of New York, on some familiar 
modernisms—including architecture. 

There will also be a summary of the Report of 
the Treasurer, Edwin Bergstrom; and a report of 
Convention resolutions not previously published. 

In the July number will appear a review of the 
Spring meetings of the Executive Committee and 
the Board of Directors. The printing of such a re- 
view is required in the By-Laws. The purpose of 
publication is not only to meet the requirement, but 
to maintain an unbroken record of reports to the 
membership on the work of the Board and the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 


The July number will contain a complete list 
of the personnel of the Standing and Special Com- 
mittees. This is an innovation, made necessary by 
the decision of the Board not to print the Annuary in 
1932. Needless to say that decision was made with 
regret, as one of the measures of economy effected by 
drastic reductions in all items of the current budget 
of the Institute. 

The Secretary takes this opportunity to comment 
briefly upon the character of the Convention. Of 
the sixty-seven Chapters of the Institute, fifty Chap- 
ters were represented, many by full delegations. 
This, in itself, is a remarkable record. 

The number of delegates present was 197, which 
compares with 163 delegates present at the Sixty- 
fourth Convention in 1931. This also is a splendid 
showing. It is evidence of the vitality of The 
American Institute of Architects, and it is evidence 
of the loyalty of its individual members. 

The dinner which closed the Convention was in 
celebration of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of The 
American Institute of Architects. The retiring 
President, Robert D. Kohn, was in his usual good 
form as presiding officer. There were excellent ad- 
dresses by Frederic A. Delano, the Rev. Ignatius 
Smith, and Past-President Irving K. Pond. 

Mr. Pond’s review of the seventy-five years of 
life and achievements of the Institute received an 
enthusiastic reception. There was not an architect 
present whose pride in his chosen profession, and in 
the Institute, was not renewed and strengthened. 

The Dinner and the Convention closed with the 
introduction of the newly elected President, Ernest 
John Russell, of St. Louis, who in response to an 
ovation pledged his untiring efforts to the advance- 
ment of the objects of the Institute. 

The Sixty-fifth Convention was a splendid one 
in every respect. It gave great encouragement to 
the entire Institute, and to the Officers and Com- 
mittees who work for its advancement. 


Frank C. BaLpwin, 
Secretary. 
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The President’s Address to the 65th Convention 


Rosert D. Koun, F. A. I. A. 


HE completion of the Seventy-fifth year of the 

work of the American Institute of Archi- 

tects and this, its Sixty-fifth Convention, jus- 
tify a survey of its history and an appraisal of what 
has been done. If such a reveiew is not made in a 
spirit of pride, but rather so as to afford encourage- 
ment for renewed efforts, then it will have value. 
For we are passing through a time of unrest when 
it is essential that we examine into the validity of 
those purposes which we have sought to attain, as- 
sure ourselves that they are still worth-while work- 
ing for in our own day and generation, measure the 
extent to which we have made progress in the past, 
and most important of all, find out where we have 
failed to do so. Only through such a process can 
our profession develop to the full that initiative 
and leadership in its particular function which the 
public has a right to expect of us. 

The objects of The American Institute of Archi- 
tects are declared to be: “to organize and unite in 
fellowship the architects of the United States of 
America, to combine their efforts so as to promote 
the aesthetic, scientific and practical efficiency of 
the profession, and to make the profession of ever- 
increasing service to society.” The first part of this 
statement in our Constitution is substantially as it 
was in 1857. The wider social obligation recog- 
nized in the last phrase was added in the early years 
of this century, though recognized leng before in 
our activities. Something of a historical review of 
these seventy-five years will be presented by others 
at later sessions of this Convention. It will appear 
that from the very beginning our professional or- 
ganization sought to advance its own members and 
the public in the knowledge of the significance of bet- 
ter architecture, to separate what was merely 
ephemeral in the art from what was permanent in 
value; to bring order and harmony into the design 
and location of government buildings and in the 


planning of cities. Just as in the much older civiliza- 


tions of Europe they honor the names of the de- 
signers of their great monuments, their great boule- 
vards, squares and parks, so the history of the past 
three-quarters of a century in our own country will 
one day note the names of those architects who did 
the pioneer work of which we are only just reaping 
the results in the more orderly development of 
Washington, the nation-wide recognition of the need 
for city and community planning, and the gradual 
awakening sentiment for some sort of control of 
building design which w.* make for harmony. 
Whether or not, we, in our day, are carrying on 
as courageously as did our predecessors you will hear 
later on from citizens not of our own group. 


The action of last year’s Convention of the In- 
stitute of Architects in San Antonio clearly dic 
tated four major steps of our program. 
matters were discussed at that meeting ; matters of 
technique, of professional relations, of civic service, 
of education, and of aesthetic or philosophic consid- 
eration such as that profound and charming dis 
course of Eliel Saarinen on “* * * the Contem- 
porary Movement in the Development of Our Cul- 
ture,” which is already a classic. It was evident, 
however, that the major program for the year 
ought to center on Better Government Architec- 
ture, the Unification of the Architectural Profes- 
sion, the Consolidation of the Elements of the Build- 
ing Industry, and studies on the Economics of 
Housing and the Uses of Land. The great mass of 
other work done during this past year by the 
twenty-five or thirty Standing and Special Com 
mittees of the Institute will be evidenced by their 
very able reports summarized for you in the Report 
of the Board of Directors. It is important at the 
outset of this conference, however, to examine the 
major items just referred to, to see if they have 
really advanced the purposes of the Institute—to 
unite the profession, to advance its knowledge and 
to make it of greater use to all the people. 

The efforts of the Institute in favor of a per 
manent policy for the employment of architects 
and engineers in private practice on government 
buildings effectively united the profrssion in action 
as it never has been united before. The campaign 
was based on the valid arguments namely, that the 
change would make for better architecture, for bet- 
ter buildings and for economy in the cost of con- 
struction. On this basis we won the support of 
the profession, of the construction industry, the 
Chambers of Commerce and the press of the entire 
country. It was surely legitimate to urge that 
such work if spread throughout the country would 
relieve much distress among architects and drafts 
men and speed up the award of contracts. The 
work of the Institute in this respect was timely, 
too, as an adjunct to the general move for the sta 
bilization of employment through an increased pro 
gram of Public Works. 

Our second important undertaking of the yeat, 
the unification of the profession throughout 
United States, made real progress. Through the 
joint efforts of various State Societies working 
our own representatives a way has been found to 
bring together i in a democratic fashion all of those 
who practice architecture, to associate them in 4 
way which will not sacrifice that independence of 
action of any group within its own sphere which is 
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so essential to advancement. At the foundation of 
our study is the conviction that in a true democracy 
the entire body of those who perform a particular 
function must make progress together, must raise 
the standards and quality of performance of all who 
are concerned in it if the full measure of the service 
is to be realized. 

Architecture is only one of the many essential 
functions in the process of construction. The In- 
stitute long since recognized the importance of help- 
ing the architect and the construction industry 
through the development in it of a spirit of solidarity 
based on understanding. In twenty or more cities 
and states the architects took the leadership in the 
creation of Building Congress organizations. 
Through these they established in the course of the 
years a valuable unity of action and they have also 
clarified the distinctive nature of each function 
essential to the building process while accentuating 
the interdependence of all of them. After ten years 
of this experimental work in the local field we were 
ready for a larger field of action. The Construc- 
tion League of the United States was started last 
September as a league of national groups of. the 
construction industry. On the initiative of the In- 
stitute of Architects, the Associated General Con- 
tractors and the Producers’ Council fourteen such 
national associations have joined this inter-organi- 
zation forum. ‘Thirty or more are expected to af- 
filiate with it before long in an attempt to create 
a unique type of deliberative conference intended to 
give to the delegates of each constituent a knowl- 
edge of the efforts of every other towards a 
better public service and if so minded, to support 
such efforts. ‘The principal objective is to create 
conditions under which the various now unrelated 
functions of construction may gradually evolve into 
a unified Construction Industry conscious of a pur- 
pose and a responsibility. The League is only in a 
formative state but has started by asking for a re- 
port on the studies being made by different organi- 
zations on the inequities of bidding practice; by sup- 
porting the Public Building program of the Insti- 
tute of Architects; by its support of the continuance 
of municipal, state and federal construction in this 
depression as an essential to rehabilitation, and by 
its decision to discover what can be done to make 
available the capital of the construction industry it- 
self, to finance much needed construction, particu- 
larly in the field of large-scale housing operations 
and slum clearance. 

The fourth major item of the Institute’s pro- 
gram for the year was to cover the economic aspects 
of housing and of the uses of land. In deciding 
last year that a more extended study of these sub- 
jects was timely, we must have been endowed with 
prophetic vision. ‘The construction industry is al- 
Most paralyzed; millions of its technicians and 


workers are idle. It is essential to find work for 
architects in a field in which there is a social need 
for their service; one that can be met with economi- 
cally sound projects. One such field is that of large- 
scale housing to meet the needs of income groups 
for which little building has ever been done in this 
country. The study of ways and means is still in 
its beginnings, yet the architects have been trying 
to clarify the basic principles on which any solution 
must be founded. A group of progressives, special- 
ists in this field, have given a year’s work to outline 
a fundamental statement which can be of real serv- 
ice to the country at large, particularly at this time. 
At a later session another group of members will 
present a symposium on possible extensions of the 
architect’s function to new fields of work in this 
same period of unemployment. Here, too, it would 
appear that the Institute will have justified its pur- 
pose “to make the profession of increasing service 
to society.” 

The educational work which the Institute at- 
tempts to promote is not confined to students in our 
schools of architecture. With the help of the vari- 
ous funds put at our disposal, we are giving courses 
in art appreciation in the colleges, providing travel- 
ling lectureships on the arts, covering specific sub- 
jects of current public interest and more general 
topics, such as town planning and the history of 
architecture. Members of the Institute are giving 
these without cost to high schools in various parts 
of the country. We have also started active co- 
operation with local committees for the preserva- 
tion of historic buildings in various parts of the 
country; buildings of such outstanding architectural 
merit as to deserve national support. Our purpose 
is to make the public realize that admirable build- 
ings of another age, as indeed those of today, are a 
precious possession of the people of the nation, 
which all should join in helping to maintain. In 
the notable case of Charleston, S. C., this effort 
has already awakened expressions of public interest 
which we hope will crystallize in a permanent pro- 
tective movement similar to that which is so well 
established in New England. 

Will it be said that in this period when the whole 
world is upset by the economic crisis architects have 
been occupied with their own self-centered inter- 
ests ; their art as applied to public works, their group 
solidarity, their own aspirations, or at most the 
future well being of their larger household, the 
construction industry? Quite the contrary is, in 
fact, the case. Unemployment among architects 
and draftsmen is so great that it is difficult for us 
to keep up our courage. The immediate need has 
not been neglected as is evidenced by the honorable 
record of the emergency committees organized by 
architects throughout the country to help to find 
work of some kind and food for those most in need ; 
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making great sacrifices to avoid at least the worst 
results of enforced idleness. In this emergency it 
seems proper to press for an extension in the pro- 
gram, not a decrease, of public works so as to pro- 
vide work for the unemployed which would appear 
to be the only way out. So, too, we must renew 
our efforts to see that those who are to follow us in 
our profession are educated so that they may under- 
stand better than we do what are the social values 
that must prevail in housing, in the use of land, in 
community planning, in nation planning. 

But because of these immediate problems is it 
futile to try to advance the other great purposes for 
which the Institute of Architects was founded— 
those aims to which our predecessors pledged them- 
selves many years ago? Since we have not ne- 
glected material relief, nor failed to consider possi- 
bilities of new fields of professional practice which 
may afford a way out for some architects, we must 
by all means continue our efforts to attain those 
more far-reaching objects for which the Institute 
exists. The unification of our profession, by 
which we expect to bring together the entire body 
of those who practice architecture so as to make for 
a nation-wide improvement in the art, and the uni- 
fication of all of the elements of the construction 
world through which we expect to further the sense 
of interdependence of each part on ail of the others, 
are essential to a new kind of democracy on which 
must be based any attempt to bring permanent order 
out of this chaos. Our insistence even at this time 
on the importance of the professional ideal; the 
ideal of an irresistible striving for excellence irre- 
spective of the profit motive is due to our convic- 
tion that the professional motive must be made to 
permeate business and all of the other productive 
activities of life, as a substitute for the prevailing 
grab after profits, which is on the way to wreck 
our civilization. 


And what significance, what excuse has the striy- 
ing after creative beauty in a time of dire distress? 
It has back of it, and in support of it the inestj- 
mable record of twenty centuries of history marked 
by the great monuments of the world in all of the 
arts. The great mass of all people, because of 
necessity, have always devoted themselves to an ac 
cumulation of material things and when these dis- 
appear nothing is left. The fortunes have gone, 
the millions have disappeared, the military glories 
are faded, civilizations have been wiped out, yet the 
great works of literature, of painting, sculpture and 
architecture remain as an everlasting indication of 
what is really permanent. Those who are privi- 
leged as we are to devote ourselves in no small de 
gree to the search for the things of the imagination, 
to the attempt to find a form of environment for 
living and working and recreation which shall also 
be beautiful, to capture in them a measure of that 
beauty which so constantly eludes us—we know that 
the only eternal values are those of the spirit. We 
know that the miseries, the injustices, the want and 
the greed can only be overcome in time by those 
very qualities of heart and mind which we have 
been trying to apply in our small way in this our 
field of professional action, for all these efforts are 
oriented towards finer, more beautiful human rela- 
tions, The opportunities for leadership are many at 
such a time as this, but they are only for those who 
have qualified themselves for leadership. As long 
as we see ourselves as part of a greater world in 
which our every act counteracts again on hundreds 
of others and in turn reacts on us—as long as we 
see our work as architects in its true relation to all 
other essential functions of modern life, and not asa 
solitary end in itself, so long will we be justified in 
dreaming our dreams, for in these lie our only hope 
of salvation. We cannot march on alone—we must 
all move forward together. 
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The Report of the Board of Directors 


To THE SIXTy-FIFTH CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 


Convention resolutions on the subjects covered in 
this report appear after each section. In some in- 
stances the Convention took no action. The report 
of the Board, as a whole, was adopted. 


(1) Character of the Convention 


The general program of the Sixty-fifth Conven- 
tion of The American Institute of Architects has 
been arranged to provide an adequate celebration of 
its Seventy-fifth Anniversary ; a consideration of cer- 
tain important phases of the work of the past year, 
such as that on the public works procedure of the 
Government; an occasion for the interchange of 
opinions on the construction problems consequent 
upon the economic condition of our country, and the 
extent to which the profession is meeting these prob- 
lems; a symposium on the new economics of hous- 
ing and the uses of land, and most of all, an oppor- 
tunity for the interchange of views on the future 
policies of the Institute. 

The Board considers that by far the most funda- 
mental question referred to in this report is that of 
the unification of the architectural profession 
through a form of state association membership 
which it is proposed to create. The Board urges 
that delegates give to all of these matters the atten- 
tion which their importance deserves. 


(2) Committee Reports 


The programs, and the work of the standing and 
special committees are of vital importance. The 
Board of Directors takes this opportunity to give 
recognition to the Committees and to the Commit- 
tee Chairmen. The reports on accomplishments 
since the Sixty-fourth Convention are most gratify- 
ing, and are convincing evidence that notwithstand- 
ing the many difficulties imposed by existing condi- 
tions the committee work of the Institute has been 
well done by able and devoted Chairmen and Com- 
mittee Members. 

Under the established procedure, the reports of 
the standing and special committees have been made 
to the Board. Therefore, the Board, in this report 
reviews briefly the committee reports, transmits their 
recommendations, or offers its own comments or 
resolutions. 

It will be noted throughout the sections of this 
report that the name of the committee, or the sub- 
ject with which it is charged, appears first, and 
thereafter the name of the committee chairman. 
The full membership of each committee is listed in 
the Annuary. 

The Board acts as a clearing house for the com- 
mittee work of the Institute, and delegates who have 


a special interest in the work of one or more of the 
committees are advised that opportunity to discuss 
their activities will be given when the relevant sec- 
tions of the Board’s report are reached. 


(3) Economics of Site Planning and Housing 
Freperick Biccer, Chairman. 


The Board records its appreciation of the ad- 
mirable report of this committee and regrets its in- 
ability to print the report in full at this time. As 
soon as possible the report will be printed, possibly 
with pertinent addenda developed at the Convention 
symposium on this topic. It is recommended to the 
thoughtful consideration of the membership. 

The report of the committee sets before the archi- 
tectural profession an outline of the financial and 
economic practices which prevail throughout the de- 
velopment and changes of a community, with par- 
ticular reference to their effect upon housing. The 
picture outlined in the report touches upon a number 
of aspects of community procedure and habit to 
which architects ordinarily pay little attention, 
yet which appear materially to affect building and 
the practice of architecture. 

In elaborating the community background, in de- 
scribing certain traditional but inconsistent financial 
practices, the intent of the report is stated by the 
Committee to be either that it shall be accepted as 
a sufficiently valid picture without further amplifi- 
cation, or that it shall be accepted by the architect as 
an introduction to his own further and more 
thorough study of the questions that are involved. 

The report first pictures the community with re- 
spect to six major aspects: 

(1) The impaired financial condition of local 
governments ; 

(2) The inadequacy of public credit to supply 
complete high-standard services to all the people of 
a community or of an urban region ; 

(3) The present inability of public and private 
credit to either prevent or abolish blighted areas 
and slums; 

(4 and 5) The prophesied curtailment of new 
building demand because of the slowing up of the 
growth of national population; and 

(6) The small quantitative participation of the 
architectural profession in the total building con- 
struction of the country. 

A further elaboration of the picture is then pre- 
sented, in which the subjects treated are: the effect 
of competitive building developments; the effect of 
financial practices and influences; the burden of 
public maintenance of depreciated housing areas and 











slums ; the inconsistencies of official appraisals of the 
value of real estate, and of taxation ; divergent types 
and objectives of buildings and their ownership; the 
great value and importance of modern housing de- 
velopments and experiments, and the need and de- 
sirability of carrying such undertakings farther; 
the general and broad aspect of the problem of 
actual site-planning. 

Then follows a reference to the larger relation- 
ship of the community to the machine, and the need 
to accommodate one to the other. Referring to the 
political machinery through which the community 
develops its powers of self-control, the report urges 
fuller understanding of financial and economic fac- 
tors so that political progress may be more success- 
ful in basing changes on scientific understanding and 
control. 

The general tenor of the report is (a) that eco- 
nomic forces should be understood; (4) that anti- 
economic practices should be recognized and elimi- 
nated ; (c) that scientific guidance is necessary; (@) 
that specific research should be undertaken to dis- 
cover and identify the uneconomic practices of com- 
munity habit and to find improved methods of finan- 
cial procedure; (¢) that housing experiments should 
be continued; and (f) that both new developments 
and slum eradication are necessary. 

The Committee’s conclusions summarize the pic- 
ture described in the body of the report. Architects 
are urged to familiarize themselves with community 
practices, particularly the financial and economic 
phases. ‘They are encouraged to participate in ef- 
forts to develop modern housing projects, in co 
operation with the other interests and agencies which 
are naturally involved in such undertakings. The 
speculative land subdivider is cited as undesirable, 
because of the natural results of his operations. It 
is urged that for him there be substituted those who 
carry through to full completion the whole syn- 
thetic process of land subdivision and construction 
of all utilities and buildings. Elimination of the 
blighted area and eradication of the slum are cited 
as essential and major economic and social objec 
tives, and direction of early effort to that end is 
recommen 
political procedures which are not adjusted to eco- 
nomic realities ; and it recommends specific economic 
inquiry as a basis for sound progress. 

The Board recommends to the Convention the 
following resolution proposed by the Committee on 
Economics of Site-planning and Housing: 

Resolved, That a scientific inquiry be directed to the 
economic processes of Community development and 
change so that there may be discovered, first, the unsound 
economic causes of blighted areas and slums and, second, 
what constructive economic measures can be found to re- 
habilitate the blighted areas and eradicate the slum 
areas. 


(This resolution was adopted by the Convention.) 


THE OCTAGON 


Committee fears ordinary — 





(4) Federal Employment of Private Architects 


Louis LaBraume, Chairman, Committee on Public 
Works. 


At the Convention a year ago a very definite 
policy with respect to the Federal building pro- 
gram, in its relation to the design of public build- 
ings, was adopted. 

The task of securing Congressional legislation 
embodying the principle that the ablest architectural 
and engineering talent of the Nation should be en- 
gaged to design its Federal buildings, was en- 
trusted to the Committee on Public Works, under 
the very able chairmanship of Louis LaBeaume of 
St. Louis. 

A bill to put these principles into effect was in- 
troduced in the House by Honorable Robert A. 
Green of Florida, as H. R. 6187, and in the Sen- 
ate, as S. 2956, by Honorable David I. Walsh of 
Massachusetts. 

The Chapters and the membership have been 
fully informed from month to month of the suc 
cessive steps which have been taken toward securing 
the enactment of the proposed legislation. 

Extensive hearings on H. R. 6187 were held 
by the House Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, but the many broad economic questions, 
and their ramifications, which have engaged the 
attention of Congress have so far resulted in delay- 
ing any action on this bill by either the House or 
Senate Committee. 

At these hearings there was discussion of the 
methods by which competent private architeets 
would be selected if the bill became a law. The 
position of the Committee on Public Works on 
this question was that appointments should be made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury on the advice of a 
council or other advisory group composed of dis- 
tinguished architects, engineers and laymen whose 
sole duty it would be to recommend highly qualified 
architects and engineers. 

The ultimate fate of the proposed legislation, 
at this session of Congress, is problematical, but re 
gardless of the immediate outcome the Board of 
Directors is convinced that a substantial foundation 
has been laid. 

The Board takes this opportunity to congratulate 
the Committee on Public Works on its fine presen- 
tation of the case for good architecture which is 
here involved. 

It also makes acknowledgment of the substantial 
aid rendered at the hearings, and elsewhere, by the 
individual members and Chapters of the Institute, 
and by many national and local organizations repre 
senting all of the major groups of the building in- 
dustry. A more detailed report to the Convention 
will be made personally by Mr. LaBeaume. 

The Board recommends the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 
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Resolved, That the American Institute of Architects in 
Sixty-fifth Convention assembled hereby reaffirms its un- 
qualified approval and endorsement of the principles em- 
bodied in H. R. 6187, and in S. 2956, identical bills which 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to engage compe- 
tent private architects and engineers in the designing and 
planning of public buildings. 

Resolved, That the Board of Directors and the Com- 
mittee on Public Works be and hereby are authorized 
and directed to continue unabated their efforts to secure 
the enactment of the proposed legislation embodied in S. 
2956 and H. R. 6187, the principles of which are ap- 
proved and endorsed as expressing a permanent policy 
of The American Institute of Architects with respect to 
the planning and designing of public buildings. 


(These resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
vention.) 


In addition to the legislative program outlined 
above, other pending measures demand the closest 
scrutiny and action by the Institute; notably the 
Cochran public works administration bill and the 
McDuffie economy bill which also covers depart- 
mental reorganization. ‘These measures strike at 
the fundamental principles of the Walsh-Green bills 
which would make possible the employment by the 
Government of the country’s ablest architects and 
engineers experienced in effecting the economies de- 
manded by private business. The Board therefore 
recommends the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas, The American Institute of Architects has 
definitely placed itself on record as favoring the prin- 
ciple of setting up a Public Works department or ad- 
ministration, and 

Whereas, Legislation is now pending in Congress which 
proposes to establish such an administration but iacor- 
porates two elements which the Institute believes are 
fundamentally wrong, disadvantageous to the govern- 
ment, and a further invasion by Government bureaucracy 
into the field of private business; 

Therefore, Be it Resolved, That the American Insti- 
tue of Architects opposes any public works legislation 
which, by Civil Service limitations, deprives the Govern- 
ment of the possibility of engaging the service of the 
country’s ablest technical men established in private prac- 
tice and by further specific provisions imposes upon the 
country at large, regardless of local conditions and local 
materials, standardized types of public buildings; which, 
in reality, is not a measure of economy. 

Be it Further Resolved, That the Officers and Directors 
of The American Institute of Architects be and hereby 
are instructed to take such measures as may be necessary 
to inform the public and to combat such proposed 
legislation. 


(These resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
vention.) 


(5) The Architect in Civic Affairs 
CHartes H. Cueney, Committee on City and Re- 
gional Planning. 
Architecture is the largest factor in civic develop- 
ment, larger in volume, bulk and cost than high- 
ways, utilities and parks. Why is it, then, that the 


architect fails to identify himself more with com- 
missions and boards shaping or controlling his work, 
and leaves their organization almost entirely in 
other hands? 

The attention of the members of the profession 
should be directed to a review of conditions in their 
respective sections of the country, especially in the 
light of the recommendations offered by the Com- 
mittee on City and Regional Planning. There are 
few regional or city planning, zoning or park com- 
missions, or cemetery boards, on which the profes- 
sion is represented, and in only two cities have In- 
stitute Chapters established Architects’ Advisory 
Councils. There is no other type of public service 
for which the architect is better qualified. Such 
activities in civic affairs on the part of architects are 
welcomed and supported by the public. If the 
architect will give part of his time to these major 
problems of his community he will not only 
strengthen his position and the influence of his pro- 
fession, but will have the opportunity and the satis- 
faction of rendering a distinct public service. 

The Board therefore supports the resolutions 
along these lines offered by the Committee on City 
and Regional Planning; and, in addition thereto, 
urges that the members of the Institute take active 
initiative in this phase of civic affairs. 

The Board also urges the members of the pro- 
fession to work earnestly for the continuance of 
planning commissions throughout the country, where 
such commissions are threatened with elimination 
for so-called reasons of economy. In time of finan- 
cia! stress, more than at any other time, there is 
need of intelligent planning and technical guidance, 
to the end that misdirected effort may be averted and 
limited appropriations may accomplish the maximum 
results. The following resolutions are proposed for 
adoption by the Convention: 


Whereas, Cities, towns and regions are largely made 
up of buildings and sites for buildings, the ultimate 
treatment of which calls for application of the highest and 
best principles of the architectural art; and 

Whereas, There are now over 1000 city planning, zon- 
ing or regional planning commissions dealing with these 
problems, upon many of which there is no member con- 
versant with the ordinary architectural problems, so that 
through lack of proper original layout, or of proper pro- 
tective zoning or other restrictions, the ultimate work of 
the architect is largely thwarted or made unnecessarily 
difficult; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That The American Institute of Architects 
respectfully urges the appointive powers in these cities, 
towns and regions to name on each such board the 
ablest available local architect; and be it further 

Resolved, That all members of The American Institute 
of Architects are urged to accept service on such boards 
when invited, and to act thereon without pay, as a civic 
duty, comparable to the duty performed by those other 
leading citizens who so generally serve on such boards. 


(These resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
vention.) 
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(6) Unification of the Architectural Profession 
Epwin Bercstrom, Chairman. 


In compliance with the resolutions of the Sixty- 
fourth Convention directing that the Board, in col- 
laboration with the then existing state architectural 
societies, should formulate a plan whereby state 
architectural societies “can be brought into direct 
unified relationship with The Institute, and present 
at the next Convention the necessary recommenda- 
tions to achieve that result,” the Board offers to the 
Convention a plan that it believes will accomplish 
this result. That plan was set forth in the pro- 
posed amendments to the By-Laws of the Institute 
that were published and presented to the members in 
the February issue of THe Ocracon, and the 
Board now offers to the Convention the plan and 
amendments as so published, and urges your ac- 
ceptance of the plan and your adoption of the amend- 
ments. 

As an evidence of the great care with which the 
proposed amendments have been prepared and the 
character of the representation present at all meet- 
ings called for this purpose, it is important to record 
the following: 

Representatives of ten state societies and five 
members of the Institute constituted the committee 
which studied the problem. It is of interest to note 
that all representatives of the state societies were 
members of the Institute, including a former Direc- 
tor, and all members of the Institute Committee are, 
or have been Directors of the Institute. 

The combined committee representing state socie- 
ties from New York, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, In- 
diana, New Jersey, Florida, Washington State, 
California, Pennsylvania, and the Institute repre- 
sentatives, held one meeting in San Antonio, during 
the Convention, a second meeting in Indianapolis in 
July, lasting two full days, and a final meeting in 
Washington in February, lasting another full day. 

In addition to these meetings, the Chairman of 
the Committee held an informal half-day meeting in 
Chicago with representatives of the Illinois Society 


of Architects and the Chicago Chapter, and to in- 


sure that there be a complete understanding with 
the Michigan Society of Architects and the Detroit 
Chapter, the Chairman held another half-day in- 
formal meeting in Detroit. At both meetings the 
principal officers and at least six or more other 
members were present. 

In the interim free communication was invited 
by the Chairman, dealing with the problems in- 
volved. 

The Committee on Constitution and By-Laws 
consisting of a member from each of the Regional 
Divisions, and the Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, held an all-day session in Washington, re- 
viewing the unification program and its proposed 


amendments, and reported favorably the amend- 
ments to the Institute By-Laws as proposed by the 
Unification Committee. 

The Board of Directors, at its annual meeting in 
Louisville devoted an entire afternoon to the dis- 
cussion of the report of the Unification Committee, 
It is evident that the amendments as proposed to 
you have been reached only after the most exhaustive 
study, and through unanimous agreement of all the 
Committee members. 

The proposed amendments will not cover all con- 
tingencies that will arise or please every chapter or 
state society, but unless the Convention finds some 
fundamental defect in the plan proposed, the Board 
urges the adoption of the amendments as offered. 
The Board is informed that two or more state as- 
sociations under the plan will be formed almost im- 
mediately if the proposed amendments are adopted. 
It would be helpful to observe these associations in 
the development of the plan and then to make such 
changes as are found necessary. 

The Board feels that it is unnecessary at this 
time to set out further arguments for unifying the 
profession of architecture. Arguments to that ef- 
fect were published in the July Ocracon, and again 
in the February Octacon and, as so published, 
are before you in pamphlet form. The Sixty 
fourth Convention indicated by its action that it 
was convinced of the need of unifying the efforts 
of those engaged in the practice of architecture, and 
the Board is in entire accord with that ideal. 


The Board considered several plans to accomplish 
this result before it was convinced that the plan 
now offered to you best provides the means and the 
organization whereby the power and influence of all 
engaged in the profession of architecture can be 
exercised in an effective manner, eliminating dupli- 
cate organizations, activities, and expense. 

The fundamental element of a unification plan 
is the kind of tie that should exist between the In- 
stitute and the state societies. Various forms of 
memberships in the Institute were proposed for the 
societies. One was an organization membership 
whereby the society, as an organization, becomes a 
member of the Institute; the others were different 
forms of individual memberships, whereby the 
members of the societies individually become mem- 
bers, associates or affiliates of the Institute. 

The latter suggestion that unattached architects 
and others should be added directly to the Institute 
under any classifications of individual memberships 
was deemed unwise and was rejected. 

On the ground that a corporate membership en- 
tailing the use of the Institute name by a state a& 
sociation would permit the unwarranted use of that 
name by a member of an association who was not 
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a member of the Institute, and on the ground that 
the nature of the association membership would af- 
fect the standing of the Institute unfavorably, 
various forms of affiliation were suggested and con- 
sidered. 

An affiliation implies a contractual relation be- 
tween two organizations to bring about a common 
purpose. Neither organization has a direct interest 
in the affairs of the other, and the agreement is can- 
cellable at will by either party. A member of one 
affiliated organization has no voice in the affairs of 
the other, although one form of affiliation suggested 
by one of the state societies proposed to give the 
members of a state association a restricted voting 
power in the Institute. The unwarranted use of 
the Institute’s name by others than members, what- 
ever their title may be in a state association, or in 
the Institute, cannot be prevented. Honesty cannot 
be legislated into organizations through by-laws. 
From the Institute’s standpoint, undoubtedly both 
the affiliation and membership plans, if not properly 
administered, would be subject to these same ob- 
jections. 

The majority of the societies were not interested 
in an affiliation with the Institute. Therefore, the 
membership plan for the state association as an or- 
— is presented as the most logical proce- 

ure. 

The Institute offers in good faith to the state 
societies the recognized benefits of a corporate mem- 
bership. It is only reasonable that it should know 
the character of the member it proposes to admit, 
and its qualifications and intentions to carry out the 
purposes of unification. Therefore, it is necessary 
for the Institute to examine the law of the proposed 
member, as expressed in its by-laws and other rec- 
ords. 

The Unification Committees agreed that it would 
be desirable for many reasons for the state associa- 
tions to be incorporated in their respective states, if 
for no other reasons than to protect the name, and 
initials of the Institute from the unwarranted use of 
them within the several states. 

The Board agrees with this, but finds in some 
instances that the purposes of unification may be 
achieved more easily if the association is not re- 
quired to incorporate. Therefore, it will offer 
from the floor an amendment removing that require- 
ment as a prerequisite to the admission of the asso- 
ciation to membership. 

The Board will also offer an amendment cover- 
ing a seeming contradiction in the qualifications for 
eligibility for memberships in the association. 

The proposed plan will permit two organizations 
to function in the same field—the state association 
and its branches and the local chapters of the In- 
stitute. This dual relation already exists where the 
representatives of the state society and the Chapters 


have been meeting together and coming to a com- 
mon decision and have agreed on a division of 
their local organization work. ‘The tendency in 
making such divisions of work has been to allo 
cate the educational and cultural work to the 
chapters and the business and legislative work 
to the state associations. Under this natural divi- 
sion of work, it will be the duty and responsibil- 
ity of the chapters, within the territories in which 
are located recognized schools of architecture, to 
maintain student societies for the architectural stu- 
dents in those schools, and it will be the duty and 
responsibility of the state associations to organize 
and maintain the work of the architectural drafts- 
men within their territories. Under this plan the 
architectural draftsmen will become juniors of the 
state associations, either as junior organizations or 
individually, as each state association shall elect. 

Under the proposed plan each of the state asso- 
ciations will be an independent non-profit entity. 
It will be governed under its own by-laws and rules. 
Its members can become active members of the In- 
stitute if the Institute finds them qualified there- 
for. Each state association may exercise entire in- 
dependence of action and may interpret and make 
effective the Institute policies within its territory, 
the only restriction being that it shall not nullify or 
subvert a policy of the Institute while it is a mem- 
ber of the Institute. 

No state Society will be forced to become a mem- 
ber of the Institute. When it does desire to be- 
come an organization member of the Institute, then 
it must meet the simple requirements fixed for such 
membership. These requirements are the assurances 
that the fundamental purposes of unification will be 
carried out, in so far as by-laws can provide that 
assurance. 

Either the Institute or the association can termi- 
nate the membership of the association in the Insti- 
tute. If the association fails in its obligations of 
membership, then its membership can be 
> the Baul ate dae tection The association 
can resign at any time, but to ensure that the mem- 
bership shall not be terminated by a small minority 
of its members, the association is required to secure 
the consent of two-thirds of its voting members. 

The Institute can always abandon the whole plan 
in the same manner by which it created it, as no 
property rights are involved. 

While the state association is a member of the 
Institute, it will be entitled to be represented at 
conventions of the Institute by one or more delegates 
and may vote as an organization at such meetings on 
all questions not involving the property of the In- 
stitute. The number of such delegates and the 
number of votes they are entitled to cast is limited 
to a maximum of one hundred for all associations 
and to a maximum of three for any one state asso- 
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ciation, in order to insure that the voting power 
in the Institute shall always remain preponderantly 
with its individual members. As the state associa- 
tion is a single member, its vote must be cast as a 
unit, and the delegate who casts the vote of the as- 
sociation is required by the New York law govern- 
ing the Institute charter to be an Institute member. 
The other delegates of the association need not be 
Institute members, and may exercise all the privi- 
leges of a delegate except that of casting the asso- 
ciation vote. 

The state associations will have no interest in 
the property of the Institute, nor the Institute in 
their property. While an association is a member 
of the Institute, it will be empowered to use the 
title “State Association member of The American 
Institute of Architects,” without abbreviations, but 
only as a suffix to its own name. The individual 
members of a state association will not have any legal 
or other right to use any title, words, initials, or in- 
signia of the Institute that will imply that they are 
members of the Institute unless they are actually 
such members, and every possible means will be 
taken to protect these titles, initials, and insignia 
from unwarranted use, by adequate provisions in the 
by-laws of the associations and otherwise. 

The admission fee and dues payable by the asso- 
ciations to the Institute have been made very nomi- 
nal amounts in each case. The dues have been fixed 
at an amount that will enable the Institute to send 
to the state associations enough copies of THE 
Octacon for state association members and 
Juniors, and to pay the expenses of the Institute in 
connection with the association memberships. It 
was understood by the members of the Unification 
Committees, if the proposed fees and dues prove 
insufficient for that purpose after a reasonable trial 
period, that it will be necessary to change them, for 
it is not intended to add a further burden to the 
active members. 

The dues to be paid by the associations are based 
on the number of voting members in the associa- 
tion. Each state association determines in its By- 
Laws who of its members shall be voting mem- 
bers, it being assumed that an association would 
not give voting power to a non-paying member to the 
association. 

One state society suggested that it pay twenty 
dollars per delegate, rather than dues based on 
the number of its voting members. That method 
would be most unfair. An association having ten 
voting members and one delegate would pay the 
Institute twenty dollars, at the rate of two dollars 
per member, while an association having two thou- 
sand members and three delegates would pay sixty 
dollars, at the rate of three cents per voting mem- 
ber. 


The Institute was born seventy-five years ago 
and on its seventy-fifth birthday, it is well that it 
should assume this opportunity to increase its use- 
fulness to the profession. 

Therefore, the following reolutions are proposed 
by the Board for adoption by this Convention: 


Resolved, By The American Institute of Architects in 
Sixty-fifth Convention assembled, that Chapter V of the 
present By-Laws be stricken out and that a new Chapter 
V, duly proposed in conformity with Article 1 of Chapter 
XVII of the present By-Laws, be substituted therefor, 
reading as printed and submitted to the members by 
the Secretary of the Institute on March 7, 1932, in con- 
formity with the provisions of said Article 1 of Chapter 
XVII of the present By-Laws and as amended by this 
Convention be and hereby are adopted; and be it 
further 


Resolved, That the Board of Directors be and hereby 
is authorized and directed to make such changes in the 
provisions of the By-Laws of the Institute, otherwise 
unamended, as are necessary to make those provisions 
harmonize and be consistent with the provisions of Chap- 
ter V as amended by this Convention, and when such 
changes are so made, that every provision of the said 
By-Laws as so amended shall have the same force and 
effect as if severally amended and adopted by this Con- 
vention and shall be incorporated in the By-Laws as a 
part thereof; and be it further 


Resolved, That these amendments shall become effective 
immediately after the adjournment of the Sixty-fifth 
Convention; and be it further 


Resolved, That Chapter V, Article 1, of the amend- 
ments to Chapter V of the present By-Laws as printed 
on March 7, 1932, be amended by striking out the word 
‘“Gncorporated” in the third line of paragraph (b) of 
Section 1 and by striking out the word “incorporated” 
in the first and second lines of paragraph (a-1) of Sec- 
tion 2, of said Article 1 and said Chapter V; and by in- 
serting the words, “Subject to the above restrictions,” at 
the beginning of the last sentence of paragraph (a-2), 
Section 2 of said Article of said Chapter V. 


(These resolutions were amended and then 
adopted by the Convention. The amendments of 
the Convention relate to a new Chapter V of the 
By-Laws, and that Chapter V, as adopted, appears 
in full on page 24 of this number of THE 
OctTacon. ) 


(7) Committee on Constitution and By-Laws 
Epwin BercstroM, Chairman. 


The Committee on Constitution and By-Laws 
has prepared the amendments to the By-Laws re 
lating to unification that are presented for your 
approval. 

The Committee also has before it many other im- 
portant matters relating to memberships, dues, ad- 
mission fees, numbers of delegates, terms of officers, 
and other problems of internal organization. 

Many of these subjects were so intimately re 
lated to the unification program that they could 
not be properly studied until that matter was dis 
posed of. 
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Anticipating favorable action on unification mat- 
ters by this Convention, it would seem that all other 
matters before this Committee should be reported 
to the next Convention for its consideration. 

The Board, therefore, urges the adoption of the 
following resolution : 


Resolved, By the Sixty-fifth Convention of The Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects that the Board of Directors 
is hereby authorized and directed to present to the Sixty- 
sixth Convention all remaining amendments that it deems 
desirable to complete the revision of the By-Laws. 


(This resolution was adopted by the Convention.) 


Notice of an amendment, making it permissive 
to carry advertising in the publications of the Insti- 
tute, at the discretion of the Board, was prepared 
at the direction of the Executive Committee, and 
given to the members by the Secretary in the Feb- 
ruary number of THE Octacon. The amendment 
was the last one of the amendments published in 
that issue and was a new section 5 to be added to 
Chapter XVII, Article 1, of the By-Laws. 

The Board recognizes that an unfortunate prece- 
dent would be established by the adoption of this 
amendment and believes that its adoption would not 
be justified even as an emergency measure to create 
additional revenue at this time. The Board, there- 
fore, withdraws the amendment and will not offer 
it to the Convention. 


(8) Finances 

The finances of the Institute have again reflected 
the current depressed business conditions. The 
gross income was approximately $26,000.00 less 
than that received in 1930, of which about $7,000.00 
is accounted for by the lesser dues received and 
about $14,200.00 by the decreased revenue from 
the sale of the documents and books. The expendi- 
tures could not be correspondingly reduced without 
undue disturbance, and the year ended with an 
operating deficit. 

The income received so far in 1932 shows that 
a further substantial reduction in income is certain, 
and the Board is faced with a very severe curtail- 
ment in the budget for the current year, which 
necessarily must be reflected in the services rendered. 

Nevertheless the Institute undoubtedly is in a 
sound condition financially. Its net worth, exclu- 
sive of its accumulated special funds and reserve, is 
more than $135,000.00, while its total assets are 
more than $507,000.00. 

If, during these depressing years the Institute 
is hard pressed to maintain its activities and their 
usual scope, it does not differ from all other 
institutions. 

In order to help provide the additional funds 
Necessary to carry on the expenses of the Institute 
during the current year, the Board feels it very de- 
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sirable that the Convention should authorize it to 
use, during the years 1932 and/or 1933 only, the 
whole or any part of the entire annual dues and 
the admission fees received during those years, to 
cure in part any deficit that may exist in the general 
fund of the Institute at the end of either or both 


These particular portions of the annual dues and 
the admission fees now go to the special funds and 
are not expendable for general purposes. 

The Board does not desire to change the alloca- 
tion of the admission fee and the annual dues as they 
exist under the present By-Laws except in this emer- 
gency; therefore, it has imposed the time limit of 
two years on the reallocation and will not use any 
more of such reallocated funds than it finds neces- 
sary to meet any deficit at the end of each of the 
respective years, and only then after all economies 
that the Board deems possible have been effected. 
All of such reallocated funds that are not so used 
will be devoted to the original purposes, each year. 

It is expected that $3,500.00 of additional funds 
will be made available, each year, if these amend- 
ments are adopted. 

To permit such use of these funds, it is necessary 
to amend the relevant provisions of the By-Laws. 
The required notice of these amendments was given 
by publishing them in the February number of 
THE ‘AGON. 

The Board herewith offers the resolutions to the 
Sixty-fifth Convention, as follows: 


Resolved, By The American Institute of Architects in 
Sixty-fifth Convention assembled, that Chapter X, Ar- 
ticle 15, Section 1, paragraph (b-2) of the By-Laws of 
The American Institute of Architects be and hereby is 
amended to read as follows: 

(b-2) Annual Dues, One Dollar Transfer. He shall 
reserve out of the income of the general fund one dollar 
of the current annual dues of each member not in default, 
when and as paid to the Institute, and shall transfer the 
same to the capital of the general reserve fund. * Pro- 
vided, however, that for the fiscal years 1932 and/or 
1933 only, the Board of Directors may use the whole or 
any part of the said one dollar of the current annual dues 
of each of the said members to cure in whole or in part 
any deficit that exists in the general fund of the Institute 
at the end of either or both of said years. After the close 
of the fiscal year 1933 the then Secretary of the Institute 
shall, and is hereby authorized to delete these two amend- 
ing sentences from the By-Laws without further action 
by the Institute. 

Resolved, By The American Institute of Architects in 
Sixty-fifth ‘Convention assembled, that Chapter X, Ar- 
ticle 16, Section 3, paragraph (c-2) second sub-paragraph 
titled “Capital” ” of the By-Laws of The American Insti- 
tute of Architects be and hereby is amended to read as 
follows: 

Capital. The Treasurer shall transfer the capital 
and all unexpended balances of incomes held in the re- 
cruiting fund at the time of the adoption of this amend- 
ment to the By-Laws, to the phe gw and income, respec- 
tively, of the recruiting fund hereby established and 
shall deposit to the capital of the recruiting fund each 
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fee when and as paid for admission to membership in the 
Institute and for readmission thereto. * Provided, how- 
ever, that for the fiscal years 1932 and/or 1933 only, the 
Board of Directors may use the whole or any part of the 
said admission fees and readmission fees during the said 
year or years to cure in whole or in part any deficit that 
exists in the general fund of the Institute at the end of 
either or both of said years. After the close of the fiscal 
year 1933 the then Secretary of the Institute shall, and is 
hereby authorized to delete these two amending sen- 
tences from the By-Laws without further action by the 
Institute. 
* Matter in italics is new matter. 


(These resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
vention.) 


(9) Annual Dues 


The income of the Institute is of two kinds, re- 
stricted income and unrestricted income. The un- 
restricted income is derived chiefly from annual 
dues, the sales of contract documents and consulting 
services, and may be used for paying the general 
expenses of the Institute. The restricted income is 
derived chiefly from gifts, and may be used only 
for the purposes designated by the donors. 

The annual dues furnish almost three-fourths of 
the total income of the Institute and pay almost 
three-fourths of the cost of its operation. 

It is immediately evident how dependent the In- 
stitute is upon its annual dues for its continuance. 
Some members desire to reduce the dues. If that 
were done, one of two things would happen: Either 
the membership would have to be enlarged suffi- 
ciently to bring in the same gross amount of in- 
come, or the activities would have to be curtailed to 
fit the reduced income. 

The first alternative has often been considered, 
but the argument from the Chapters relative to en- 
larging the Institute membership is conclusively 
that the membership can not be greatly enlarged if 
it is to maintain its distinction. 

Maintenance of this distinction necessarily re- 
quires that the membership be carefully selected ; 
hence the Institute must remain a society relatively 
small in numbers. That means that the dues to 


carry on the work of the Institute always will be 


relatively high when compared with the dues which 
are paid by members of societies having large mem- 
berships to support their organizations. 

The Board is keenly aware of the economic con- 
ditions that obtain throughout the architectural pro- 
fession, and of its duty to the membership to ad- 
minister the funds of the Institute in a manner 
which will be most helpful. It would be happy if it 
could recommend any procedure that would lighten 
the expense to the members. It is a fact, however, 
that the work of The Octagon is greater in times 
like these than when dues are not so hard to find. 
The correspondence with the members is heavier 
than in normal times, and dues cost more to collect. 


This burden is so great that the clerical force can 
not be cut down and render a satisfactory service, 
The Treasurer’s statement to this Convention shows 
a large reduction in the amount of dues and other 
current revenue received by the Institute, and the 
Board can not see its way clear to reduce the rey- 
enues further by proposing any reduction in dues, 

Meanwhile the Board is carrying the members 
to the fullest possible extent, and is doing everything 
in its power to aid them. It will continue to do so. 
The Board regrets exceedingly that it is ever 
obliged to terminate a membership for non-payment 
of dues. When the Board feels that the member 
is accumulating an indebtedness which he will not 
meet or, if he does meet it, that will entail a burden 
which he probably should not have undertaken, it is 
compelled to act for the protection of the member 
himself. Nevertheless, the Board has never failed 
to heed a chapter’s request for leniency in any par- 
ticular case, and to comply with it when it could 
do so in fairness to the entire membership. 

This policy the Board will continue as long as it 
can, and whenever it is obliged to discontinue a 
membership it will make reinstatement as simple and 
easy as possible. 

The Board heretofore has authorized the Treas- 
urer to accept members’ notes in payment of their 
delinquent dues. Many members have taken ad- 
vantage of this in order to continue their member- 
ship. The Board has also authorized him to ac 
cept notes from former members in payment of their 
defaulted dues and to accept a note from an appli- 
cant in payment of his entire admission fee, except 
$5.00, which must be paid in cash. ‘These notes 
extend over a period of three or four years, and 
may be paid at the rate of $5.00 per year, without 
interest. It has further authorized him to accept 
an applicant’ s note for one-half of the first annual 
dues he is required to pay. This note shall be for 
the first six months’ period which the dues cover. 

The Board appreciates the patience with which 
the members have received its actions. The times 
have brought out that a member desires to hold 
his membership in the Institute after he seems to 
have given up everything else, and that knowledge 
makes it very hard for the Board to act in the man- 
ner it is convinced is best. The record of devotion 
which has been established by the membership of 
the Institute during these times is most inspiring 
and is the best possible evidence of the faith of 
the members in the ideal of their professional 
organization. 

(10) Education 
Cuaritzes Butter, Chairman. 


The Committee on Education has done admirable 
work in stimulating interest in architecture, pat 


' ticularly with the younger generation. 
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In many localities Institute members have deliv- 
ered lectures in many high schools, including such 
schools in Chicago, St. Louis, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati, Memphis and New York. This work 
could be extended with great effect. 

The Carnegie Corporation summer school 
courses in art at Harvard and Oregon Universities 
have been continued. 

Under the Waid Fund Mr. C. Howard Walker 
and Professor Goldwin Goldsmith have visited, lec- 
tured, and given helpful suggestions in many insti- 
tutions where art instruction is carried on 

Arrangement has been made with Mr. C. Grant 
LaFarge for a number of lectures on modernism in 
architecture. 

The Committee has interested itself in standards 
of preparation for architectural registration, having 
in mind the importance of continued education in 
the critical period between graduation and registra- 
thon. 

The Board considers the subject of adult pro- 
fessional education to be of the utmost importance 
and recommends that the Committee continue efforts 
in this direction, and that the Institute and the 
various Chapters study the question with a view of 
establishing classes and facilities to meet this press- 
ing need. The Committee urges that the National 
Council of Registration Boards have the close sup- 
port of the Institute. 

Mr. Camelot, the present holder of the Delano 
and Aldrich Scholarship, has expressed his keen ap- 
preciation of the advantages his study in this coun- 
try have given to him. 

The Committee suggests that a part of the in- 
come from the Henry Adams Fund might be de- 
voted appropriately to the projected investigation of 
the mosaics of Santa Sophia. Though the Board 
appreciates the great significance and value of this 
project, and desires to see the proposed work con- 
summated, it feels that without more specific au- 
thority this appropriation could not be made from 
the Henry Adams Fund. It suggests and urges 
private donations to this purpose. 

The Committee calls attention to the publication 
of the survey of architectural schools by Messrs. 
Bosworth and Jones, made possible by the Carnegie 
Corporation. 

The Board suggests that the Institute and the 
profession at large might increase its interest in 
and support of the schools of architecture and that 
the Institute lend its influence to limit the estab- 
lishment of new schools and to improve existing 
schools, to the end that the schools might turn out 
both fewer and better graduates. 

The increase in the number of American publi- 
cations, many of great value, in the field of archi- 
tecture, should be observed with gratification by the 
Profession. 


The Board commends the effective work of the 
Committee on Education. 


(11) Award of the Gold Medal 


At the meeting of the Board of Directors in No- 
vember, 1931, steps were initiated for the award of 
the Gold Medal in 1933 

At the meeting of the Board preceding this Con- 
vention, the procedure of making the award was 
completed. Announcement is now made that the 
Gold Medal of The American Institute of Archi- 
tects has been awarded to Ragnar Ostberg of Stock- 
holm, Sweden, for his distinguished service to the 
profession of architecture, and for his distinguished 
accomplishments in architecture. 

The Medal will be presented at the Sixty-sixth 
Convention in 1933. 


(12) Fellowships 
Paut A. Davis, III, Chairman of the Jury of Fellows. 


The Jury of Fellows reports that its annual meet- 
ing was held in Washington, D. C., on February 
fifth. At that meeting twenty members were 
elected to Fellowship. Announcement of these 
elections will be made at the evening session of the 
Convention on Thursday, the twenty-eighth. 

For two years, the Jury of Fellows, under regu- 
lations approved by the Board of Directors, has 
required that nominations of members for election 
to Fellowship be made on a prescribed form, and 
filed with the Jury of Fellows by February first of 
the calendar year, if it is the intention of those 
making the nominations to have them acted upon 
prior to the Convention of the following year. 

It should also be borne in mind that nominations, 
properly filed with the Jury, are considered from 
year to year until elections are made, or until the 
Jury removes the nominations from further con- 
sideration, after a period of three years. 

The names of those elected to Fellowship appear 
elsewhere in this number of THE Octacon. 


(13) Nomination of Honorary Members 


The Board nominates the following distinguished 
citizens who, in their respective communities or 
even larger fields of activity, have rendered signal 
and valuable service to the advancement of archi- 
tecture. Their names will appear on the ballots. 

Frances White Emerson, Boston, Massachusetts. 

William Sloane Coffin, of New York. 

(Elected by the Convention.) 


(14) Nomination of Honorary Corresponding Members 
On the recommendation of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations the Board nominates the fol- 
lowing distinguished foreign architects for elec 
tion to Honorary Corresponding membership. 








16 


Their names will appear on the ballots. 
Fernando de la Cruz, Chile. 
Hermann Distel, Germany. 
Federico E. Mariscal, Mexico. 
Carlos Obregon Santacilia, Mexico. 
(Elected by the Convention.) 


(15) Competitions 
Ecerton Swartwout, Chairman. 


The Committee reports that since the last Con- 
vention fifteen competitions have been called to their 
attention. 

Of these, programs for the State War Memo- 
rial in Boston, School in Wakefield, Massachusetts, 
United States Memorial at Appomattox, Virginia, 
and United States Monument at Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky, were referred directly to the Institute 
Committee for approval. 


a. Requests for Information: The Committee 
again recommends that the various Chapter sub- 
committees be required to inform, promptly, The 
Octagon and the Chairman of this Committee of 
the approval of any competitions within their dis- 
trict, stating briefly the particulars of the competi- 
tions. 

b. Open Competitions: The Committee again 
refers to the possible advantage of double stage open 
competitions, now discouraged by the Institute, 
(A. I. A. Document No. 213), and calls attention 
to three large open competitions that have come to 
the knowledge of the Committee since the last 
report. 

They call particular attention to the Harrodsburg 
Competition, which was further complicated by the 
submission of models; and to the Appomattox 
Memorial, with one hundred and eighty-two 
competitors. 

The Committee recommends that in order to 
eliminate much waste of time and money in the 
submissions, that double stage competitions, in such 
cases, be encouraged 


c. Professional Advisors: The Committee again 


emphasizes its belief that most of the complications’ 


arising from competitions are due to the inex- 
perience of the professional advisor, and again rec- 
ommends that professional advisors shall be required 
to consult with the sub-committee of the district, 
or through the sub-committee with the Institute 
Committee, on all doubtful points that may arise in 
the preparation of the program; and to further re- 
quire that the advisor shall submit a preliminary 
draft of the program to the district sub-committees 
and after consultation with the owner make final 
submission in the usual manner. 


d. Simplified Form of Competition Code: The 
Committee recommends that the Institute publish 
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a simplified form of our competition code, expressed 
in as few words as possible, and makes the suggestion 
that it be printed as an Institute document and be 
used as a digest, supplementary to the present code. 

The Committee suggests that it would be partic- 
ularly valuable in small competitions for schools 
and the like. 


Competitions held under the auspices of Manufac- 
turers or Material Dealers. 


The Committee calls attention to the ruling of 
this Committee in consultation with the President 
of the Institute “that it was not the policy of the 
Institute to grant its official approval to competi- 
tions of this type, but the Institute does not oppose 
participation of Institute members in such a 
competition.” 

The Committee points out that such competi- 
tions customarily do not contemplate the creation 
of a structure and generally are of interest only 
to draftsmen. 

The Board approved recommendations a, b, c¢, 
and d, as described, and instructed the Secre- 
tary to bring them to the attention of the member- 
ship. 

It submits for action by the Convention the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 


Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed and em. 
powered, in cooperation with the standing Committee 
on Competitions to amend and change A, I. A. Document 
No. 213, entitled ‘Architectural Competitions” and 
A. I. A. Document No. 238, entitled “The Duties of the 
Professional Advisor and of the Jury,” in so far as is 
necessary to meet the recommendation accepted by the 
Board; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to issue as 
an Institute Document, a digest of Document 213 to be 
known as a Simplified Code. 


(These resolutions were adopted by the Conven- 
tion.) 


(16) Public Information 
Wittiam Harmon Beers, Chairman. 


This Committee, under the able leadership of its 
irman “continues with increasing ease” to ac 
complish more and more publicity. It reports the 
gradual breaking down of resistance to Institute 
publicity. The news distributed covers public 
works, building congresses, leadership of the archi- 
tect, the architect and the building industry ; i in fact, 
every activity of the Institute, and of its Chapters 
has been publicized. 

The machinery of public information provides for 
the distribution of news, checked by clippings, and 
results in public and Professional data to w 
journalists turn for inquiry and investigation. 
Through the Publicist the bond between the Insti- 
tute and its Chapters, the architects and the public, 
is being increasingly developed. Despite the drastic 
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curtailment in the public information budget, the 
work of the Committee has been expanded and its 
usefulness enhanced. ‘The Institute congratulates 
the Publicist, Mr. Grady, for developing ever in- 
creasing results. It should be gratifying to the 
membership that the Institute, by indirection 
through its Committee, is winning from the public 
greater recognition of its ideals. 


(17) Schedule of Charges 


M. H. Fursrincer, Chairman. 


The Board acknowledges the valuable and ex- 
haustive study which has been made by the Com- 
mittee on the Schedule of Charges, including its 
development of a tentative Schedule of Minimum 
Charges. The report of the Committee indicates 
to the Board the advisability of a revision of the 
existing document. Through the result of a com- 
prehensive questionnaire the Committee recom- 
mends in its report a schedule of varying charges 
which would seem to be sufficiently indicative to 
form the basis for a tentative document to replace 
the existing one. 


The Board has requested the Committee on 
Schedule of Charges to continue its work, and to 
make a further report in the light of recent 
discussions. 


(18) Registration Laws 


James M. Wurtz, Chairman. 


The Board acknowledges the careful and de- 
tailed work done by the Committee in preparing 
extensive proposed amendments to the Model Law 
for the Registration of Architects, in assembling 
voluminous data and information with regard to 
the provisions of the laws in some thirty-three 
states, and in the collection of references to legal 
decisions affecting both the practice of architecture 
and the licensing or registering of the architect. 


The suggested amendments and changes involve 
sO many important questions that final action can 
not be taken at this time. The Board, therefore, 
Proposes to continue the Committee and will sug- 
gest that it prepare, for the consideration of the 
Board at its November meeting, in 1932, a state- 
ment of the fundamental principles which any 
statute for license or registration should contain in 
order to be effective. 


With this in mind the Board has withdrawn and 
discontinued the present Form of Model Law for 
Registration of Architects, pending the approval 
of a new model registration law. 


(19) Contracts 
Tuomas E, Snoox, Chairman. 


The Committee has made a study of Articles 39 
and 40 of the Contract Documents relating to 
architects’ decisions and arbitration and makes the 
following recommendations: 


Article 39, Architects’ Decisions. 


(Retain complete present text, but add at the 
end of third paragraph the following new sentence :) 


If, however, the Architect fails to render a decision 
within ten days after the parties have presented their 
evidence, his right to do so shall lapse and either party 
may then demand arbitration. 


Article 40. Arbitration. 


( Eliminate entire present text and substitute the 
following new provisions :) 


All disputes, claims or questions subject to arbitration 
under this contract shall be submitted to arbitration in 
accordance with the provisions, then obtaining, of the 
Standard Form of Arbitration Procedure of The Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects, and this agreement shall be 
specifically enforceable under the prevailing arbitration 
law and judgment upon the award rendered may be 
entered in the highest court of the forum, state or fed- 
eral, having jurisdiction. It is mutually agreed that 
the decision of the arbitrators shall be a condition prece- 
dent to any right of legal action that either party may 
have against the other. 

The Contractor shall not cause a delay of the work 
during any arbitration proceeding, except by agreement 
with the Owner. 

Notice of the demand for arbitration of a dispute shall 
be filed with the Architect. If the arbitration is an ap- 
peal from the Architect’s decision, the demand therefor 
shall be made within ten days of its receipt; in any other 
case the demand for arbitration shall be made within 
a reasonable time after the dispute has arisen; in no 
case, however, shall the demand be made later than 
the time of application for final payment, except as 
otherwise expressly stipulated in the Contract. 

The arbitrators, if they deem that the case requires 
it, are authorized to award to the party whose conten- 
tion is sustained such sums as they or a majority of them 
shall deem proper to compensate him for the time and 
expense incident to the proceeding. If the arbitration 
was demanded without reasonable cause, they may also 
award damages for delay. The arbitrators shall fix 
their own compensation, unless otherwise provided by 
agreement, and shall assess the costs and charges of the 
proceeding upon either or both parties. 


The Committee on Contracts also recommends 
that a standard form of arbitration procedure be 
printed as a separate Institute document, referred 
to in the proposed revision of Article 40, and to be 
known as Standard Form of Arbitration Procedure. 

The arbitration document is to be submitted for 
the approval of the National Builders’ Exchanges, 
The Building Trades Employers’ Association, and 
The Associated General Contractors of America, 
and others whose names are now on the Standard 
Contract Documents. 











18 





The changes in Articles 39 and 40, if adopted, 
would be incorporated in the Standard Documents 
when new editions are printed, but no revisions are 
to be printed, nor is the new document on arbitra- 
tion to be printed until the approval of the organi- 
zations mentioned above has been secured. 


(20) Structural Service Committee 
N. Max Duwninc, Chairman. 


The report of the Structural Service Committee 
reviews the activities of this Committee and of the 
Structural Service Department during the past year. 
It covers in detail Institute service to The Pro- 
ducers’ Council, and cooperation with various tech- 
nical groups and governmental departments in the 
promulgation of codes, standards and specifications 
relating to building materials, equipment and meth- 
ods of construction. 

With reference to the work of governmental re- 

agencies, and such organizations as the 
American Standards Association, American Society 
for Testing Materials, National Fire Protection 
Association, etc., the cooperation between the Struc- 
tural Service Department and The Producers’ 
Council should result in developing much informa- 
tion of definite value to the architectural profes- 
sion. The expansion of this activity would prob 
ably make unnecessary the work of various unoffi- 
cial or private enterprises. The Board feels that 
the work of the Structural Service Department is 
of great value to the profession, and constitutes one 
of the most important activities of the Institute. 

A comprehensive record of technical data and 
current developments in the building field is main- 
tained by the Department. Abstracts of articles 
and reports on specific subjects are prepared on 
request, for Institute and Council members. Items 
of special interest are published each month in the 
Structural Service section of THz Octacon. The 
interest of the profession is evidenced by the in- 
creasing number of requests for information. 

Progress is reported on the revision of Institute 
documents relating to the Cubing of Buildings, and 


the Standard Filing System. A new Institute docu-. 


ment on Floor Area Measurement is proposed. 

The work of the Structural Service Department 
is progressing satisfactorily under the established 
procedure. While a more direct method dissemi- 
nating technical data is desirable, an expansion of 
the program at the present time is deemed 
inadvisable. 


(21) The Producers’ Council 

The support of the Institute’s campaign for more 
extended employment of private architects by the 
Federal Government was undoubtedly of great 
value, and was much appreciated. The participa- 
tion of the Council was a valuable factor in demon- 


THE OCTAGON 





strating to Congress the unity of the construction 
industry, in support of the provisions of H. R. 6187, 

The Board acknowledges the active interest of 
the Council in the formation of the Construction 
League, thus recording an important milestone in 
the unification of all the interests in the Construc 
tion Industry. 

The Board recognizes the cordial cooperation of 
the Council with the Structural Service Department 
of the Institute, and feels that this cooperation 
should develop a field of almost limitless possibili- 
ties for the dissemination of accurate and scientific 
information of great value to the practitioner in 
architecture, free from the possible weaknesses of 
privately conducted research and investigation. 

The Board is glad to note the creation of the 
various Producers’ Council Clubs in a number of 
cities, and believes that such organizations will 
bring about important results in the mutual field of 
cooperation. 


(22) Industrial Relations 
Wu.iam O. Luptow, Chairman. 


This Committee has continued its activities in 
the development of the building congress idea and 
reports that in addition to the nine Congresses pre 
viously in existence, others have been added in the 
following cities and states, viz: Detroit, Cleve 
land, St. Louis, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
California. 

There are also assurances of congresses in Balti- 
more and Florida, and there are renewed efforts 
to complete an organization in Chicago. 

The Committee has in preparation a pamphlet 
giving the objects of the Building Congresses, a brief 
summary of their history and achievements, a short 
resume of the methods advisable in starting a Build- 
ing Congress, a list of publications and documents 
available, and finally a directory of addresses from 
which information may be obtained. 

At the Sixty-fourth Convention of the Institute 
the following resolution was adopted: “Be it re 
solved by The American Institute of Architects 
that it recommends to the Board of Directors that 
it give early consideration to the feasibility of ad- 
vancing a coalition of the building industry at the 
earliest possible date.” In compliance with this, the 
conference which resulted in the establishment of 
the Construction League of the United States was 
arranged by the Committee in collaboration with 
President Kohn, Mr. Laurence of The Producers’ 
Council, and Messrs. Greensfelder and Luce of The 
Associated General Contractors of America. 

After a canvass of the entire situation by the 
Committee, the Washington conference was af- 
ranged, an agenda written, and invitations sent out 
for the Institute by the Committee, with the ap- 
proval of The Producers’ Council and The Asso 
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ciated General Contractors. All of the invitations 
were accepted and the conference took place at 
The Octagon on September 23 and 24, 1931. After 
a notable meeting, the formation of the 

tion League was accomplished. 

From a representative of one of the groups, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, associated 
with us in the organization of the Construction 
League, the delegates will hear a report of its 
purposes and program. The Directors believe that 
the formation of this is in line with the 
general policy which the Institute should follow, 
namely that of constantly widening the scope of 
its associations and contacts with all the other ele- 
ments of the construction world, so as to strengthen 
and coordinate the industry through the develop- 
ment of a sense of solidarity. 

The interest and the enthusiasm for this move- 
ment, by the leaders of the building industry are 
quite remarkable—more than one of them have 
stated that the building industry welcomes the 
lead of the architects in bringing the industry to- 
gether. Robert D. Kohn was elected General 
Chairman of the League, and Merritt Harrison, 
a member of the Committee on Industrial Relations, 
was elected to the Policy Committee, the steering 
body of the League. 

The Board takes this opportunity of expressing 
its appreciation of the services of William O. Lud- 
low for his untiring zeal and efforts as Chairman 
of the Committee, and particularly wishes to com- 
mend him for having so successfully aided the for- 
mation of the Construction League of the United 
States. 


(23) Health and Safety 
SamueL R. Bishop, Chairman. 

The Committee reports widespread and encour- 
aging progress in the reduction of fatal accidents, 
and in the revision of safety laws and ordinances. 
Some of the largest building operations in the 
country are now exceptionally well organized for 
the purpose of reducing accidents to a minimum. 
The Committee calls to the attention of architects 
the advisability of including safety clauses in their 
specifications. The Board offers the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Report of the Committee on Health 
and Safety be referred to the Construction League of the 
United States, because of its value to the entire building 
industry, and that the cooperation of the League be re- 


by the Institute in the further development of 
cad work of the Committee on some mutually acceptable 
s. 


(This resolution was adopted by the Convention.) 


(24) The National Capital. 
Horace W. Peasiez, Chairman. 
For more than half of its seventy-five years, the 
Institute has been active in promoting the de- 


velopment of the national capital. It is proud 
of the part its members have played in such notable 
accomplishments as the organization of the McMil- 
lan Commission, the first Commission of Fine Arts, 
and the restoration of the White House; as well as 
the effort of recent years, in cooperation with other 
organizations, in such other major movements as 
the establishment of the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission and the passage of the Cap- 
per-Cramton and Shipstead-Luce Bills. 

On these commissions relating to the development 
of the capital, the architects as a profession have per- 
haps been able to render greater service than on 
similar commissions in their own communities. 

In reviewing the effort made and the results ob- 
tained, the Board of Directors has been impressed 
with the need of greater effort if the national capital 
is truly to express the development of the arts in 
America. 

It has seemed that such effort would be most 
productive of results if each of the national groups 
concerned would take the lead in its particular 
field, with the backing of other similar groups. 

For eight years The American Institute of 
Architects has maintained a nation-wide com- 
mittee of seventy-five men, whose efforts have 
been directed to aiding in the development of the 
Federal City. This Committee has proposed and 
organized “the Bicentennial Conference on the 
National Capital,” to which the Institute has 
invited the cooperation of ten other national civic 
and professional organizations. 

A group of eleven broad resolutions has been 
drawn, which the Board commends to the Con- 
vention as expressing a policy toward the national 
capital which the Institute can well endorse— 
either as phrased in the committee report or with 
such minor modifications as may be necessary 
to obtain unanimity of expression from the eleven 
groups represented. 

The adoption of these resolutions in spirit as 
drawn, and the setting up of interlocking com- 
mittees, augurs well not only for the future of the 
Federal City but also for better inter-professional 
relations. 


(25) Preservation of Historic Buildings 
Leicester B. HoLianp, Chairman. 


The activities of chapters and individuals in 
recording historic buildings in various sections of 
the country are reviewed in the report, and indi- 
cate that by means of these records, and by 
illustrated articles in the newspapers the attention 


of the public is being directed toward a proper 
appreciation of their heritage. 

Attention is called to the zoning of a special 
district in Charleston, South Carolina, called The 
Old and Historic Charleston district, within which 
building permits are not to be issued until plans 
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have been approved by a board of architectural 
review to prevent developments obviously out 
of place. Similar zoning regulations are in effect 
in New Orleans. 

It is pointed out that while such regulations 
afford protection from disfigurement they cannot 
prevent demolition, and that to this end news- 
paper publicity is of great importance in arousing 
the force of public opinion. 

The activities of the Philadelphia Chapter in 
directing the survey of a portion of old Phila- 
delphia are cited, with the announcement that 
the results are shortly to be published in book 
form. 

A list of recent restorations in whole or in part 
records twenty-seven buildings located in ten 
states. 

“The greatest menace to the preservation of 
old buildings in depreciated neig borhoods con- 
tinues to be the lover of antiques, says the report; 
and the second menace is the tendency to demol- 
ish interesting old structures under the misguided 
notion that they detract from the appearance 
of new buildings. 

Acting upon a suggestion from this Committee, 
the Executive Committee of the Board at its 
February meeting adopted resolutions directed 
toward the preservation of the second oldest 
United States Mint in existence, located at 
Charlotte, North Carolina, on United States 

vernment property adjoining the post office. 
Ie does not appear to be necessary to disturb 
the old Mint in the building of an addition to the 
post office, but a certain enterprising business 
element favors its removal in order to display 
the new structure to better advantage. ' 

The Board hopes the Committee will under- 
take and compile a list of all United States gov- 
ernment buildings dating from the first half of 
the Nineteenth Century or earlier, as suggested 
in the report, so that such a list may be trans- 
mitted to the proper officials with a request that 
the national government give sympathetic con- 
sideration to the preservation, wherever possible, 
of its own historic buildings. 

The Board records its appreciation of the 
admirable work of this Committee and based 
upon su ions contained in the report offers 
the following resolutions: 


(1) Resoloed, That The American Institute of Architects 

urges that pig any from the Ja agen ae ice of 

or interiors or portions of early 

Rimercan balding except those whose demolition is inevi- 
table. 

@ Resoloed, That architects refrain from fades and, 

so far as possible, discourage their clients purchasing 

a 


material of this sort except where buildi are in actu 
course <b Genie, ot tse hnntly Gemaliaed. 


(These resolutions were adopted by the Conven- 
tion.) 
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(26) Roadside Structures and Scenic Features 
Wa ter H. Tuomas, Chairman. 


The report made to the Board by this Com- 
mittee presented a comprehensive plan for the 
intensive study of the problems indicated, in 
cooperation with other actively interested organ- 
izations, together with an outline cf proposed 
action. The Board commends the Committee 
for the thoroughness and enthusiasm with which 
the subject has been approached and recom- 
mends the following action by the Convention: 


Resolved, That the Board of Directors be requested to 
instruct this Committee to continue its work in cooperation 
with affiliated organizations, giving particular attention to 
improvement in appearance of roadside structures. 


(This resolution was adopted by the Convention.) 


(27) Ethics 
Joun P. B. Sinker, Chairman, Committee on Practice. 


The report of the Committee on Practice 
reviews its work during the past year, ahd shows 
that in general the complaints considered in- 
volved Bcc: Rig irregular competitions, and 
attempts to supplant a fellow architect. In two 
cases involving participation in unauthorized 
competitions there was prima facie evidence 
which warranted forwarding the cases to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

A Chapter of the Institute reports to the Board 
its alarm at the present tendency of members to 
disregard the Principles of Professional Practice 
in their keen desire, born of necessity, to obtain 
commissions; and sees in this tendency a danger 
of the breaking down of the high principles of 
professional conduct which the Institute, ce 

ears of effort, has established. Therefore, 

ard urges increased watchfulness during these 
trying times in order that the established prin- 
ciples of conduct may be safe-guarded and main- 
tained. : 

The Committee finds that an uncertainty 
exists in the minds of members regarding the 
conditions under which it is proper for one archi- 
tect to succeed another on the same project. 
“It is clearly improper for an architect to attempt 
to displace a fellow architect who has already 
been engaged,” says the report, which also points 
out that = owner has the right to terminate the 
employment of an architect, and if the owner and 
the architect cannot agree upon the compensa- 
tion due the architect, recourse may be had to the 
courts of law, but this does not alter the fact 
that the architect’s services are no longer desired 
by the owner. There is then no reason why 
another architect should not be engaged but the 
succeeding architect, before accepting employ- 
ment, must make sure that the ing archi- 


tect has been definitely notified of the termination 
of his services. 
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The Board concurs in the Committee’s inter- 
pretation of this principle and stresses the point 
that the obligation of making sure of the definite 
termination of the former architect’s services 
rests with the succeeding architect, which assur- 
ance should, if possible, be obtained from the 
former architect. 

For the purpose of clarity the Board offers 
for adoption by the Convention the following 
amendment to paragraph 8 of the Principles of 
Professional Practice: 

In the last sentence change the word “relation” 
to “employment” and substitute for the phrase 


“fairly and properly” the word “definitely” so 
that the latter portion of this paragraph, as 
amended, shall read: 


Nor will he undertake a commission for which another 
has been previously employed until he has determined that 
the original employment has been definitely terminated. 


(28) yoo me on Submission of Free Sketches 


The Committee having this matter in charge 
has rendered a valuable report in the form of a 
tentative “Circular of Information” in which 
the evils attendant upon the practice of sub- 
mitting free sketches are stuigtlly set forth. 

The Board of Directors has requested the 
Committee to continue its work, and to submit 
a revised draft of the proposed document for the 
consideration of the Board at the fall meeting. 


(29) Architects Small House Service Bureau 


There have come to the Board official communi- 
cations from Chapters opposing continuance of 
endorsement of the Bureau by the Institute and 
a suggestion that the columns of THe Ocracon 
be thrown open to the opposition. This was done, 
and there was published in THe Ocracon a 
summary of arguments presented to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Board at its meeting in 
Washington in February, 1932 

From these statements it appears that the present 
movement in opposition to the Bureau was aggra- 
vated by the proposed cooperation of the Bureau 
with the National Homes Finance Corporation. 
The Board approved this cooperation, in principle, 
at its meeting in Louisville in November, 1931, and 
requested the Small House Service Bureau to sub- 
mit any proposed agreements to the Officers of the 
Institute so that they might be certain that it was 
consistent with its endorsement. 

The policy of your Board of Directors has 
consistently ies to endeavor to follow the man- 
dates of the membership as expressed in Conven- 
tions assembled. To that policy this particular 
Board adheres. To better learn the wishes of its 
members it has arranged for a session of the Con- 
vention devoted to this subject. 

n addition to correspondence in opposition 
to the Bureau, the Board has received from vari- 


ous individuals, Chapters, and groups of Cha 
ters, arguments and resolutions in Teves of he 
continued endorsement of the Bureau. A careful 
study and analysis of this material and the material 
in Opposition raises the question whether or not 
the membership is as well informed as it might be 
of the methods and aims of the Small House 
Service Bureau and the Board therefore urges 
the delegates assembled to give most careful 
attention to the facts as they may be presented 
by both sides of the controversy. 

It seems proper to the Board to record at this 
point its appreciation of the devoted services and 
public spirited work of those many loyal members 
of the Institute who have devoted themselves 
for years to effect the aims of the Bureau. 

From the study of evidence and opinions sub- 
mitted, the Board is of the opinion that common 
ground can be reached which will remove the 
controversial points to sufficient extent to meet 
all practical demands. 


(30) Refurnishing of the Dining Room at The Octagon 

The Commission, which has in charge the 
Bicentennial celebration of the birth of rge 
Washington, made a request that the dining 
room at The Octagon be refurnished and the 
building be opened to the public on Saturday 
of each week during the period of the celebration. 
That period extends from February 22 to Thanks- 
giving Day. 

In view of the great public interest in historical 
Colonial buildings, it seemed desirable to compl 
“—_ the request, although funds were not avail- 
able. 

As an alternative, appropriate furnishings were 
loaned to the Institute, and this acknowledg- 
ment is made in appreciation thereof. 

The small dining table and china, used by the 
Tayloe family during its occupancy of The 
a by Dr. A. A. Snyder, of Wechinuson, 

The crystal glass chandelier by Edwd. F. 
Caldwell and Company, of New York. 

The large dining table, the china cabinet and 
chairs, by W. and J. Sloane, of New York and 
Washington. 

Through the courtesy of the District Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, a hostess is in charge of 
the dining room on Saturday of each week. 

A circular has been printed for distribution to 
visitors. It gives a brief history of The Octagon 
and its preservation by the Institute. 


(31) Gifts 

The Board acknowledges, on behalf of the 
Institute, the following gifts, which have been 
received since the last Convention: 

A medallion of Sandwich glass of beautiful 


workmanship and color, from Charles J. Connick; 
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the architectural library of Guy Kirkham, 
F. A. I. A.; the volume “Modern p AE meres 
from Bruno Taut, of Berlin, Honorary Corre- 
sponding Member; the original wooden knobs 
of the Treaty Table, from Mrs. Marie Voorhees 
Young; Press Bond in the sum of $100.00, for 
allocation to the Structural Service Fund, from 
the Central New York Chapter; the sum of 
$310.00 from Messrs. Charles Butler, William 
Emerson, William B. Ittner, George C. Nim- 
mons, and C. Zantzinger—royalties received 
by them as owners of the book, “The Significance 
of the Fine Arts”; the sum of $15,000.00 to be 
used under the auspices of the Committee on 
Education in support of summer courses in art 
appreciation, from the Carnegie Corporation. 


(32) Delaware Chapter 

The Board reports with gratification the issu- 
ance of a charter of Chapter Membership to the 
Delaware Chapter. 

The movement for establishing a chapter in 
Delaware was carried to a successful conclusion 
by Institute Members residing in that State, and 
with the full cooperation and support of Phila- 
delphia—the parent Chapter. 

is addition of the sixty-seventh Chapter to 
the family of the Institute, in the year 1932, has 
in it the element of encouragement. The organ- 
izers of the new Chapter are commended for their 
spirit, which enables them to undertake the re- 
sponsibilities and privileges of Chapter member- 
ship in the Institute at this time. Needless to 
say, they have and will continue to have the 
whole-hearted and vigorous support of the Board 
of _ Directors. 


(33) Convention of 1933 

At the Convention a year ago it was noted 
that the International ell of Architects 
had been invited by the Institute to hold its 
thirteenth session in Washington in 1933, and 
that that invitation had been accepted. 

It now appears to be ible that the thir- 
teenth meeting of the International Congress 
may be postponed, although no final decision is 
expected until after the meeting of the Perma- 
nent Committee of the Congress, which is to be 
held in Paris in June. 

If the International Congress finds it possible 
to meet in Washington it is probable that dates 
between September 15 and October 15, 1933, will 
be determined upon. In that event, the Board 
recommends that the Sixty-sixth Convention be 
held as a concurrent meeting with the Inter- 
national Congress in Washington, and within the 
period of September 15 to October 15. 

The following resolution is offered: 

Resolved, That the determination of the place and dates 
of the Sixty-sixth Convention be left to the Board of Directors. 


(This resolution was adopted by the Convention.) 
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(34) Membership 
J. C. Botrempacner, Chairman. 


The Committee on Membership is composed 
of the Chairman and a representative of each 
of the sixty-seven Chapters of the Institute. 
pe automatic provision the President of each 

apter is ex-officio its representative on the 
Committee. us an active and responsible 
contact is maintained between the Institute and 
the Chapters, and between the various Chapters. 

Needless to say the Committee does not report 
an ny in ogy nes this year, oe : will 
appear from the following statistics that losses 
have been suffered. 

However, it is gratifying to note that in spite 
of the conditions which have existed for the past 
twelve months eighty-three new members have 
been admitted to the Institute. 

The Board commends the Committee on 
Membership for its perseverance, and it recom- 
mends to each Chapter that during the coming 
months Chapter Presidents and Chapter execu- 
tive committees make special efforts to secure 
applications from any architects in their com- 
munities who are eligible, and who may be in a 
position to assume a share of the duty and re- 
gy cd of the work of the Chapters, and of 
the Institute as a national society. If every 
chapter, regardless of size, brought in one new 
member between this and the next Convention, 
and if every chapter of average or more than 
average size Poms in two or three new members, 
a substantial showing could be made at the 
Sixty-sixth Convention. 

Such a program does not seem to be unreason- 
able, even under the circumstances, and it con- 
stitutes a recognition of the duty to keep the 
Institute ranks intact at a time when the soli- 
darity of the Institute and the architectural pro- 
fession is of greater moment than ever before. 
It may not be too extreme to say that the future 
standing and influence and recognition of the 
architectural profession depend upon the 
darity and the latent and undiminished forces 
of The American Institute of Architects. 


MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 
Dec. 31, April 16, 
1931 1932 


Active Members 
as ka cd wacdSeaad os wes 606 00s 297 310 
RN oie Gls W8seicdeckckasecks 2867 
Honoraries 
Honorary Members................... 92 9 
Honorary Corresponding Members... ... 50 50 
FG ge po ea De Pn ee 165 158 
3471 3432 
Associates of Chapters.................. 579 5% 
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CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIPS 


Jan. 1 April 15, 
to 1931, to 
Z Dec. 31, April 16, 
Admissions 1931 1932 
Active Members elected 83 
Active Members reinstated 7 6 
uniors elected 47 
onorary Members elected 5 5 
Honorary Corresponding Members elected 6 6 
Advancements 
Active Members advanced to Fellowship. 23 20 
Deaths 
Fellows 16 


Honorary Members 
Honorary Corresponding Members 
Resignations and Terminations 
Active Members resigned 
Active Members terminated 
Fellows terminated 
Junior Memberships terminated and ex- 
pired 
Gains and Losses 
Active Memberships terminated, all 
causes 
Active Members, elected and reinstated. 
Net Loss, in Active Members 
Net Loss, in Juniors cake 
Net Gain, in Juniors cake 
The names of the members whose deaths have not 


been previously reported are as follows: 


FELLOWS 


Charles S. Frost 
A. F. Gauger 


Edwin S. on 


Francis R. Allen 


Leroy S. Buffington 
Henry Fisher 


A. 


Merritt J. 

Charles S. Schneider 
Julius A. Schweinfurth 
Arthur H. Scott 

Leon Stern 


MEMBERS 


Francis Smith Marlow 
Henry Dunlap Morrison 
. D. Newcomer 
phriam Machin Pickin 

Ed. F. Pinneh 
Alfred F. Priest 
Oran Winthrop Rice 
Frederick S. Robinson 
Palmer David Rogers 
Albert J. Rousseau 
Addison H. Savery 
Albert F. Schenck 
William D. Shea 
B. Stanley Simmons. 
Wilson Levering Smith 
Frank A. Spangenberg 
A. H. Stem 
Angus3. Wack 

. Wade 
Francis B. Wheaton 
Henry LaPointe Charles O. Whitmore 
Louis A. Livaudais Henry Wilkinson 


Honorary MEMBERS 


Samuel A. B. Abbott Wm. Ordway Partridge 
Daniel Chester French Edward Robinson 
Morris Gra Charles Henry Wacker 
Charles H. Mase Henry Walters 


Honorary CorRESPONDING MEMBERS 


M. I. Henri Deglane 
Rudolph Lanciani 


ichard H. Hunt 
Charles Barton Keen 
Ernest C. Klipstein 


ohn Scudder Adkins 

obert M. Allen 
Charles B. Allison 
Charles H. Caldwell 
Samuel Adams Clark 


. George Eckles 
Frank H. Fowler 
Horace S. Frazer 
ohn W. Gaddis 
rank M. Griffith 
ulius Harder 

a pf ane J os 
arry enkins 

Victor A. Kine 

A. D. Koch 


Max Littmann 
W. Symmes Richardson 


Architects on Memorial Day 
By Horace W. Peasueez, A. I. A. 


EACE has its memorable figures, as well as war, 
and it is fitting that on the day dedicated to 
honoring our national heroes the architects of 

the country should pay tribute to outstanding men of 
their profession. The architect represents the forces 
of peace, which build where war has destroyed. We 
honor the memory of Major Pierre Charles 
L’Enfant as a hero of the American Revolution, but 
he deserves even greater honor as the author of the 
plan of the Federal City; and there are many others 
whose names should not be forgotten. 

Five years ago, the members of the Washington, 

. C., Chapter of the Institute inaugurated the cus- 
tom of making pilgrimages on Memorial Day to the 
nearby graves of architects who were identified with 
the early history of the national capital: L’Enfant, 
who planned the city; Dr. William Thornton, who 
designed the Capitol Building; George Hadfield, 
architect of the old City Hall; James Hoban, de- 
signer of the White House. The services this year 
will honor also Robert Mills, whose grave in Con- 


gressional Cemetery is still unmarked, although he 
was responsible for such notable work as the Treas- 
ury Building and the original design for the Wash- 
ington Monument. 

The memorial service is simple but impressive, 
consisting of a short address at each grave and the 
placing of a wreath. Government officials and 
others have cooperated with the architects in making 
this ceremony an established feature of Memorial 
Day in Washington. A similar movement is on 
foot this year in Philadelphia, and other Chapters 
might well institute the custom in their own locali- 
ties. An architect’s greatest monument is his ex- 
ecuted work; but far too often he is never identified 
with it in the public mind. The architects, by hon- 
oring members of their group who have rendered 
distinguished service to their country, call attention 
not only to the individual achievements of these 
men, but to the work of the profession which they 
represent. 








FULL discussion of this subject appears in the 

Board’s Report under Section 6. The reso- 

lutions proposed by the Board, as printed at 
the end of Section 6, were amended and adopted by 
the Convention. 

That new Chapter V as amended and adopted 
by the Convention, and as edited by the Secre- 
tary, with the concurrence of Mr. Bergstrom and 
Mr. Voorhees, appears in full as follows: 





CHAPTER V 


STATE ORGANIZATIONS 
Article I. The State Organizations. 


Section 1. Organization. 


(a) Composition and Purposes. Any state-wide 
incorporated or unincorporated organization of 
persons pursuing and/or qualified for the practice 
of the profession of architecture is a State Organi- 
zation within the meaning of these By-Laws. 
Such State Organization must be a non-profit 
membership organization created to promote the 
aesthetic, scientific and practical efficiency of the 
profession, and to make the profession of ever- 
increasing service to society. 


(b) Creation. To a these purposes, a 
State Organization should be established in every 
state where such an organization does not exist. 


Section 2. Governments. 


(a) Each State Organization shall be a self- 
overning body, which shall be, except as limited 

the laws of the respective states, the judge of 
the terms and manner of its creation, of any quali- 
fications required by it for membership therein, 
of any classes or privileges of membership granted 
by it, and of its relations with Chapters of the 
Institute within the respective states. 


Article II. Participation in Institute Affairs. 


Section 1. Memberships. 

(a) Qualifications. Any State Organization may 

ome a member of the Institute by furnishing 
the Board of Directors of the Institute with evi- 
dence of the approval of its application for such 
membership by a majority of the Institute mem- 
bers in good standing in said state and upon 
satisfying the Board of Directors of the Institute 
of its compliance with Article I of this Chapter V, 
and that every architectural draftsman resident 
within its state is eligible for membership in or for 
association or affiliation with the State Organiza- 
tion, as it shall elect. 
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(b) By-Laws Title. In these By-Laws a State 
Organization that is a member of the Institute is 
called a State Association Member. 


(c) Representation. Each State Association 
Member in good standing in the Institute is en- 
titled to be represented at meetings of the Institute 
by one or more voting delegates, one of whom 
must be a member of the Institute in good stand- 
ing. 


Section 2. Affiliations. 


(a) Purposes. From time to time the Institute 
may invite from the State Organizations, and the 
State Organizations may refer to or recommend 
to the Institute, or to other State Organizations 
through the channel of the Institute, an opinion, 
advice, recommendation, criticism, or other ex- 
pression of views regarding any matter of interest 
to the profession. 


(b) Procedure. From time to time the Insti- 
tute, by its Board of Directors, and any State 
Organization not a member of the Institute may 
determine and define a joint policy of action on 
any specific matter or matters appearing to the 
Institute and said State Organization to require 
allied action or expression as to policy, and upon 
the completion of said unified action or expression 
of policy upon said matter or matters the joint 
association of the Institute and said State Organi- 
zation shall cease as to such matter or matters. 
All such joint actions or expressions shall be 
taken only by and in the name of the Institute. 


(c) Representation. Each State Organization 
while affliated with and in good standing in the 
Institute is entitled to be represented at nee 
of the Institute by one or more non-voting d 

ates who need not be members of the Institute. 
Sich delegates instructed or otherwise shall have 
all the privileges of the Institute delegates or 
members at such meetings except the right to 
vote, but shall not be necessary for the determina- 
tion of a quorum. 


Section 3. Obligations. 

(a) The State Association Members shall sup- 
port the Institute and its activities, and no State 
Organization shall directly or indirectly nullify or 
subvert the general purposes of the Institute. 


Section 4. Termination of Participation. 


(a) Not later than six months before the end 
of any fiscal year of the Institute either the Insti 
tute or any State Association Member or any 
affliated State Organization not in default for 
fees to the Institute, may notify the other of its 
intention to terminate its membership in or 
























ation with the Institute, as the case may be, and 
upon the giving of such notice and the expiration 

such fiscal year, such relationship shall termi- 
nate. 


Article TI. Fees. 
Section 1. Admission Fees. 

(a) Each State Organization shall pay an ad- 
mission fee of twenty-five dollars to the Institute 
upon its affiliation with or admission to the Insti- 
tute. 


Section 2. Annual Fees. 

(a) Each State Association Member and each 
State Organization in affiliation with the Institute 
shall pay an annual fee of twenty-five dollars to 
the Institute, and if the number of voting mem- 
bers and/or architectural draftsmen in an 
State Association Member or such State Organi- 
zation on January first of each year, exclusive of 
those who are active members of the Institute, is 
more than twenty, then that State Association 
Member or State Organization as the case may 
be, shall pay thirty dollars for each increment of 
twenty or major fraction thereof of such voting 
members, and/or twenty dollars for each incre- 
ment of twenty or major fraction thereof of such 
architectural draftsmen. 


Section 3. Payments. 

(a) Said admission fees and said annual fees 
shall be due and payable at the times and under 
the conditions prescribed therefor in Article 1 of 
Chapter X of these By-Laws, and the State As- 
sociation Members and the affiliated State Organi- 
zations shall be subject to the penalties for non- 
payment thereof prescribed in said Article. 


Article IV. Representation at Meetings of the 

Institute. 

Section 1. Delegates. 

(a) Determination of Number. The number of 
delegates that each State Association Member 
and each State Organization affiliated with the 
Institute shall be entitled to have represent it at 
any meeting of the Institute during the then 

endar year shall depend upon the number of 
voting members in the State Association Member 
or the State Organization as the case may be, on 


anuary 1 of each year, and shall be fixed by the 
ary of the Institute from the reports of the 
State Association Member or State Organization 


as the case may be, for the prior year duly filed 
in his office. e said Secretary shall give due 
notice thereof to each such State Association 
Member and to each such State Organization as 
soon as ee pow after January 1, but not later than 
March 1 of each year. 


(b) Number of Delegates. The total number of 
delegates to which the State Association Members 
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and the State Organizations will be entitled at any 
meeting of the Institute shall not exceed one 
hundred delegates. Until such maximum number 
is reached, every State Association Member and 
every State Organization in good standing in the 
Institute shall be entitled to be represented by 
one delegate at any meeting of de Institute; 
every such State Association Member and every 
such State Organization having more than three 
hundred and not more than five hundred votin 
members, shall be entitled to two delegates, —_ 
every such State Association Member and every 
such State Organization having more than five 
hundred voting members shall be entitled to three 
delegates, which shall be the maximum number of 
delegates to which any State Association Member 
or any State Organization shall be entitled. 


(c) Accrediting. The delegates and their voting 

wer must be accredited to the meetings of the 

nstitute in the manner prescribed in Article 4 of 
Chapter VI of these By-Laws. 


Article V. Voting at Meetings of the Institute. 
Section 1. Voting by State Association Members. 


(a) Voting Power. A State Association Mem- 
ber in mao standing in the Institute shall be 
entitled to vote on any question or division at any 
meeting of the Institute except on one relating 
to the property of the Institute or its chapters. 

(6) Number of Votes. The number of votes 
that each State Association Member shall be 
entitled to cast at any meeting of the Institute 
during the then calendar year shall depend upon 
the number of voting members in the dente Asso- 
ciation Member on January 1 of each year and 
shall be equal to the number of delegates to which 
it is entitled at the meeting, as fixed by the Secre- 
tary of the Institute from the report of the State 
Association Member for the prior year duly filed 
in his office. 

(c) Casting Votes. The vote or votes of a State 
Association Member at a meeting of the Institute 
must be cast as a unit and not otherwise. The 
procedure of determining the unit vote of any 
State Association Member shall rest with that 
State Association Member, and such vote must 
be cast by a delegate of the State Association 
Member who is an active member of the Institute 
in good standing and has been duly authorized 
by the State Association Member to cast the vote. 


Section 2. Privileges of Non-Voting Delegates. 


(a) Delegates of State Association Members 
who do not cast its vote or votes need not be 
active members of the Institute and shall be 
entitled to be admitted to any meeting of the 
Institute and may exercise all the privileges of 
the voting delegates thereat, except that they 
shall not vote. 
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Article VI. Interests, Rights and Privileges. 


Section 1. Property Interests. 


(a) No State Organization shall have any title 
to or interest in any property of the Institute and 
it shall not be liable for any debt or other pe- 
cuniary obligation of the Institute, nor shall the 
Institute have any title to or interest in the 

roperty of any State Organization unless the 
nstitute and the State Organization shall other- 
wise agree in writing, nor shall the Institute be 
liable for any debt or other pecuniary obligation 
of any State Organization. The Institute and 
any State Organization may act as agent or other- 
wise, one for the other, for the purpose of collect- 
ing and forwarding dues or acting as custodian 
of funds or otherwise if they duly execute a 
written agreement to that effect. 


Section 2. Rights in the Name of the Institute. 


(a) A State Association Member, and a State 
Organization while affliated with the Institute, 
in good standing in the Institute, shall be entitled 
to and may exercise all the rights to and privileges 
in certain intangible property of the Institute 
that are conferred on it by these By-Laws and/or 
that the Board of Directors of the Institute shall 
specifically grant to it from time to time. No 
State Association Member or State Organization 
may use the words “The American Institute of 
Architects,” or any abbreviation or part thereof 
in connection with its own name, nor shall an 
of its members, associates or affiliates use sath 
words or any abbreviation or part thereof, nor 
shall any of its members, associates, or affiliates 
print or otherwise use or cause or permit to be 
printed or otherwise used any other title or phrase 


The Architects Small 


N the subject of Institute endorsement of the 
Architects Small House Service Bureau, the 
report of the Board to the Convention read 

as follows: 


There have come to the Board official communications from 
Chapters opposing continuance of endorsement of the Bureau 
by the Institute and a suggestion that the columns of Tue 
Octacon be thrown open to the opposition. This was done, 
and there was published in Toe Octacon a summary of argu- 
ments presen + oe Eaeuave Committee of the Board at 
its in ngton in February, 1932. 

From these statement IN appears that the ae Awd 
ment in opposition to t ureau was vated by the pro- 

ration of the Bureau wih the National Homes 

The Board approved this cooperation 
Louisville in November, 1931, 

ice Bureau to submit any 


inance tion. 
pod peer oe. at its meeting in 
requested the Small House 
proposed t to the Officers of the Institute so that 
they might be certain that it was consistent with its endorse- 
ment. 


The policy of your Board of Directors has consistent! been 
to endeavor to follow i 


the mandates of the mem lp as 
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House Service Bureau 






or any initials, seal and/or insignia denoting 
membership or otherwise in The American Insti- 
tute of Architects, in any manner or for any pur- 
se whatever, or to publish or otherwise declare 
imself a member of The American Institute of 
Architects unless he shall be an active member 
of the Institute. 
Section 3. Privileges. 

(a) Every State Association Member and every 
affiliated State Organization in good standing in 
the Institute shall be entitled to three copies of 
each Bulletin, Proceedings and Annuary of the 
Institute and three copies of each thereof for 
each of its sub-organizations, and to sufficient 
numbers of the Bulletin of the Institute to enable 
the said State Association Members and the said 
State Organizations to distribute one copy of said 
Bulletin to each of their voting members who is 
not an active member of the Institute. The said 
State Association Members and the said State 
pao yp a may also acquire for their members 
such other documents and literature as the Insti- 
tute shall cause to be published and /or distributed, 
at and for such terms as the Board of Directors of 
the Institute shall fix from time to time. 


Following the Convention, the Board discon- 
tinued the Special Committee on Unification of 
the Architectural Profession, and appointed in 
its place a new Special Committee on State 
Societies. Edwin Bergstrom, of Los Angeles, 
will be Chairman of the new Committee and its 
full personnel will be announced later. The new 
Committee on State Societies will proceed with the 
program of unification as established by the Con- 
vention. 





expressed in Convention assembled. To that policy this par- 
ticular Board adheres. To better learn the wishes of its 
members it has arranged for a session of the Convention 
devoted to this subject. 

In addition to correspondence in opposition to the Bureau, 
the Board has received from various individuals, Chapters, 
and groups of Chapters, argument and resolutions in favor 
of the continued endorsement of the Bureau. A careful study 
and analysis of this material and the material in opposition 
raises the question whether or not the membership is as well 
informed as it might be of the methods and aims of the Small 
House Service Bureau and the Board therefore urges the 
delegates assembled to give most careful attention to the facts 
as they may be presented by both sides of the controversy. 

It seems proper to the Board to record at this point it 
appreciation of the devoted services and public spirited 
of those many loyal members of the Institute who have de 
voted themselves for years to effect the aims of the Bureau. 

From the study of evidence and opinions submitted, the 
Board is of the opinion that common ground can be 
which will remove the controversial points to sufficient extent 
to meet all practical demands. 
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The program of the Convention provided an 
open forum discussion for the question of Insti- 
tute endorsement of the Bureau. There were two 
principal speakers favoring Institute endorse- 
ment, namely William Stanley Parker, of Boston, 
and Arthur c. Holden, of New York. 

The two principal speakers opposing Institute 
endorsement were Seymour Williams and C. V. 
R. Bogert, both of New Jersey. 

Very able presentations of the opposing points 
of view were made by each side, and thereafter 
the open forum discussion, which was scheduled 
to last for thirty minutes, extended into a general 
debate of approximately two hours. 

During the debate every opportunity was given 
by President Kohn for the expression of every point 
of view on the many phases of the question involved. 


The action of the Convention was as follows: 


Resolved, That the whole question of the endorsement of the 
Architects’ Small House Service Bureau by The American 
Institute of Architects be referred for investigation and report 
to a special committee to be appointed by the Board of Direc- 


tors, and consisting of an equal number of representatives 
from each side of the question; that the special committee 
be instructed to consider the discussion by the Convention, 
the proposals and suggestions offered during that discus- 
sion, and the sense of the meeting as expressed by the vote 
of the Convention; and that the special committee be in- 
structed to report to the Board of Directors, which shall 
have full power to act on the report of the committee and 
its recommendations between now and the Sixty-sixth 
Convention. 


_ At the meeting of the Board of Directors follow- 
ing the Convention, on April 30, the Board ap- 
pointed a special committee as follows: 


Robert D. Kohn, Chairman New York 

noe James Baum New York 

C. V. R. Bogert New Jersey 
New Jersey 


(Two members are yet to be appointed.) 


The entire transcript of the Convention dis- 
cussion has been submitted to the special com- 
mittee, which is now at work under the resolution 
of the Convention. 


Newly Elected Officers 


The American Institute of Architects. 
Officers Elected: 

President—Ernest John Russell, 
Building, St. Louis, Mo. 

First Vice-President—Charles D. Maginnis, 
Statler Building, Boston, Mass. 

Second Vice-President—Horace W. Peaslee, 
1228 Connecticut Ave., Washington, D. C. 

Secretary—Frank C. Baldwin, The Octagon, 
Washington, D. C. 

Treasurer—Edwin Bergstrom, Citizens Na- 
tional Bank Building, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 

Directors Elected—For terms of three years: 

James O. Betelle, Chamber of Commerce Build- 
ing, Newark, N. J. (Middle Atlantic 
Division. ) 

Herbert E. Hewitt, 1600 Peoria Life Build- 
ing, Peoria, Ill. (Great Lakes Division.) 

Raymond J. Ashton, 312 Vermont Building, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. (Western Mountain 
Division. ) 

The Architects’ Small House Service Bureau, Inc. 

President—William Stanley Parker, 120 Boyl- 
ston Street, Boston, Mass. 

Vice-President—William W. Tyrie, 1028 An- 
drus Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Treasurer—Edwin H. Hewitt, 1200 Second 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Secretary-Technical Director—Robert  T. 
Jones, 1200 Second Avenue South, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


Chemical 


Ths Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture. 
President—Ellis F. Lawrence, University of 
Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. 
Vice-President—Roy Childs Jones, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Secretary-Treasurer—Sherley W. Morgan, 
Princeton University, Princeton, N. J. 


National Council Architectural Registration Boards. 


President—James M. White, 256 Administra- 
tion Building, W., Urbana, III. 

First Vice-President—Albert L. Brockway, 
Clinton Sq. Bldg., Syracuse, N. Y. 

Second Vice-President—A. M. Edelman, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Third Vice-President—J. W. Holman, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

Secretary-Treasurer—Emery Stanford Hall, 
Suite 2300, 175 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


The Producers’ Council. 


President—F. W. Morse, 52 Vanderbilt Ave- 
“nue, New York City. 

First Vice-President—Scott Button, 1 River 
Road, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Second Vice-President—George Hughes, c/o 
United Metal Products Co., Canton, Ohio. 

Secretary—J. C. Bebb, 260 Eleventh Avenue, 
New York City. 

Treasurer—A. B. Tibbets, 111 Broadway, 
New York City. 





Producers’ Council. 

During the past year The Producers’ Council 
has made definite progress in the development of 
its activities and has succeeded in broadening the 
scope of its cooperation with the Institute in spite 
of the present economic situation. 

The Council has supported the campaign of 
the Institute to secure the employment of private 
architects on Federal building projects; has par- 
ticipated in conferences with President Hoover 
and officials of the Treasury Department on this 
subject and was signatory to a memorandum 
thereon which was presented to the President. 
The Council was officially represented at hearings 
before the House Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds on the bill requiring the employment 
of private architects and engineers in the design- 
ing and planning of Federal buildings and pre- 
sented a letter brief in support of this proposed 
legislation. Individual members of the Council 
also supported the efforts of the architects to 
secure enactment of this measure. The final dis- 
position of the proposed legislation is unde- 
termined at the present time. However, this 
active cooperation of the Council with the Insti- 
tute is tangible evidence of the possibilities of 
coordinated action. 

Producers’ Council Clubs have been organized 
in the following cities: Boston, Chicago, Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, 
Philadelphia, St. Louis and San Francisco. These 
Clubs afford an excellent opportunity for the dis- 
cussion of common sag ams and promote a better 
understanding of the interests of architects and 

roducers thereby bringing to a local focus the 
proad purpose of affiliation between the Council 
and the Institute. os meetings of the Clubs 
and Chapters of the Institute in many cities have 
definitely proven the value of this activity. 
the usefulness of the existing Clubs become more 
firmly established, additional clubs will be organ- 
ized from time to time in other logical centers. 

The Annual Meeting of The Producers’ Council 
was held in Washington, April 26 to 28. Members 
of the Institute from various sections of the coun- 
try attended and gave reports on the cooperation 
of their Chapters with local Council Clubs. These 


reports were not only interesting but forecast more 
ective cooperation of mutual advantage to both 
the Council and the Institute. 
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Names of officers of The Producers’ Council, 
elected for the ensuing year appear on another page 
of this issue of THe Ocracon. H. H. Sherman, 
19 W. 44th Street, New York City, is the Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Council. 

Frederick H. Meyer, Director of the Sierra 
Nevada Division of the Institute, presided at the 
Joint Luncheon of the Institute and the Council, 
which was held on Thursday, April 28th, under 
the auspices of the Structural Service Department. 
Over one hundred and fifty architects and pro- 
ducers attended the luncheon. Paul Mazur, in- 
vestment banker, of New York, spoke on “The 
Trouble With Present Economic Legislation.” 


Photo Electric Control. 

Recent developments in the practical applica- 
tion of the photo electric cell indicate the tre- 
mendous possibilities of its application to the 
automatic control of building devices and equip- 
ment. 

An automatic device has recently been per- 
fected for the protection of persons movi 
through elevator entrances, from the keane I 
being struck by the fast moving power operated 
doors. Light beams are projected across the 
elevator entrance and focused on photo electric 
cells in such a manner that passengers interrupt 
the rays in passing through the door. Where 
passengers or other opaque objects remain in the 
path of the light beams so that a shadow is cast 
on the photo electric cells, the doors will remain 
open; or if they have started to close, will im- 
mediately stop and automatically re-open. The 
operation of elevators is ——— by making 
possible the opening and closing of doors at 
greatly increased speed with perfect safety. 

The same principle is effectively used in the 
control of other types of doors. For openings 
between kitchens and public dining rooms 
are especially valuable. Persons moving between 
the kitchen and dining room intercept the ray of 
light falling on the photo electric cell, opening 
the doors and closing them automatically. 
advantage of this type of equipment for hotel and 
restaurant installations is obvious. rvice is 
expedited, enabling fewer employes to serve 2 
greater number of customers. Such doors 
not be touched during use and are more sanitary 
than the ordinary type. 
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The demand for a device to automatically turn 
artificial lights on and off for the purpose of 
maintaining proper light intensities has resulted 
in the development of lighting control equipment 
for this purpose. Such equipment can ad- 
justed to react to practically any desired change 
in light intensities and when the illumination 
from natural lighting sources decreases to a pre- 
determined value the controlling device will 
operate to turn on the artificial light. When 

e light intensity increases beyond a fixed point 
the device operates to turn off the light, thereby 
eliminating the personal factor of manually con- 
trolled lighting. 

This feature is especially valuable in the proper 
illumination of schools, offices, public buildings, 

aces of employment and other locations where 
fg are frequently not on when needed and are 
often left on when not needed. 


Architects Interested in Simplified Practice. 


The present economic situation has brought the 
construction industry to a realization of the ne- 
cessity for the development of more economical 
practices in the manufacture, distribution and 
use of building materials and equipment. One 
important phase of this problem is the elimina- 
tion of waste in the form of excess varieties, sizes 
and shapes of stock items for which there is a 
general demand. 

The Division of Simplified Practice of the 
National Bureau of Standards was created in 
1922 for the purpose of bringing about greater 
uniformity in manufactured commodities and to 
eliminate unnecessary varieties and forms of 
products. The success of this movement is evi- 
denced by the fact that more than ten thousand 
organizations have participated in the simplified 
practice program and have cooperated in the 
preparation of recommendations covering over 
one hundred and thirty different subjects. 

The American Institute of Architects, through 
its Structural Service Department, has taken an 
active part in the work of this Division. The 
results of a recent circularization of the members 
of the Institute, by the Division of Simplified 
Practice in cooperation with the Structural Serv- 
ice Department, are a substantial indication of 
the interest of architects in this work. Requests 
for 4,112 individual simplified practice recom- 
mendations on 121 different subjects have been 
received and a total of 1,056 acceptances of 63 
separate recommendations were secured from 46 
organizations and individuals. 

is interest is especially significant when it is 
considered that the circularization has been made 


during a period of comparative inactivity in the 
building industry when a number of architects’ 
offices are closed and, in many instances, incentive 
to utilize the service of this Division is lacking. 

Sheet form copies of Simplified Practice Rec- 
ommendations relating directly or oe gees to 
building construction will be supplied without 
charge to Institute members on request to George 
A. Cooper, Division of Simplified Practice, 
Bureau of Standards, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington, D 


Domestic Refrigerators Using Ice. 


The American Standards Association recently 
approved as an American Recommended Practice, 
a e For Testing Domestic Refrigerators Usin 
Ice. This code was formulated by a Section 
Committee functioning under the joint sponsor- 
ship of the American Society of Refrigeratin 
Engineers and the United States Bureau o 
Home Economics. 

After a careful consideration of available infor- 
mation on present practice and requirements, the 
Committee endeavored to produce a concise, 
workable code, confining its efforts to those fea- 
tures which were basic and essential. 

The purpose of the code is to provide a means 
for the determination of the performance of 
domestic iced refrigerators in terms of ice meltage 
and internal temperatures under standard con- 
ditions of test. The Institute was represented 
on the Committee by the Technical Secretary of 
the Structural Service Department. 


Professional Ethics. 


“The man who does not cooperate with his 
competitors in their efforts to raise standards, 
enforce laws and prevent unfair practices is ethi- 
cally recreant.”—Joseph French Johnson, Dean, 
New York University, School of Commerce, Ac- 
counts and Finance. 


“The professional man is distinguished by the 
fact that success is recognized primarily in achieve- 
ment. It is highly unethical for any professional 
man to conceal a new discovery, advance or de- 
velopment. His code of ethics dictates that 
success is not measured by financial gain but b 
achievement in advancing professional knowl- 
edge.” —Colonel R. H. Kelley, United States Army. 


“The true professional man, regardless of his 
pares gain or loss and regardless of whether it 

elps friend or foe, devotes his professional skill 
to the attainment of truths and the highest good 
of his fellow man.”—Perry J. Stearns, Lawyer, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 











LLOWING the verbal report of Louis 
LaBeaume, Chairman of the Committee on 
Public Works, and the consideration of the 

section of the Board’s report on the Federal Em- 

ployment of Private Architects, the Convention 
took action as follows: 


Resolved, That The American Institute of Architects in its 
Sixty-fifth Annual Convention re-affirms the following prin- 
ciples and proposes the following amendments to pending 
legislation: 

(1)—The country will benefit by utilizing the services of 
the ablest architects, landscape architects, and engineers in 
on nation and that their employment will result in a more 

and vital architecture, app = © to the localities in 
wh men our Federal buildings are to 
(2)—The The employment of expert eachivects, landscape archi- 
tects, and eers in private practice and resident in different 
localities will bring to the service of the Government the 
abilities of men familiar not only with local conditions and 
customs, climatic factors, of construction, the ap- 
pone and economical use of local materials, but also of 
= highly trained in design and capable of bringing a fresh 
al ae to the problems entrusted to them. Such em- 
ploymen will result not only in buildings and grounds of 
tter design, but also in buildings and grounds of more 
economical and reasonable construction. 

(3)—The_ h of Bureaucracy is an infringement of our 
republican ideal of Regus on private initiative and as it 
encroaches upon the professions of architecture, landscape 
architecture, and engineering should be checked. 

(4)—In oom of emergency, speed as well as efficiency will 
result from the prompt al scation of various projects to 
architects, landscape architects, and engineers resident in the 
states or general sections of the country in which public build- 
ings are to be built. 

e Institute, — endorses the following amend- 
ments to *H. 597- 

(1)—Amend Redon 503 (a) Page 39 by adding after line 23, 
the following: 

The administrator of public works is hereby authorized to 
employ by contract and at the established rates of compensa- 
tion, outside professional or technical service of competent 


*Following the Convention this bill was superseded by 
H. R. 11267. 





Student Awards. 


Members of the Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Architecture—the schools recognized by the Insti- 
tute—have been advised by the Institute’s Commit- 
tee on Education that the school medal and two 
copies of Mont St. Michel and Chartres will be 
supplied by the Institute for awards to graduating 
students for general excellence in architecture. 


Architectural Harmony. 
“But the ‘battle of architectural styles,’ furiously 
pressed in every city of these United States, destroys 
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Federal Employment of Private Architects 


SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION 


Items of 





persons, firms or corporations, for the architectural, landscape 
architectural and engineering designing and ang of such 


Federal buildings as are now or may, in the future, be placed 
under his jurisdiction without reference to the classification 
act of 1923, as amended, or to section 3709 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States. 

That such employment shall be based at all times on the 
highest grounds of proven professional ability in order that 
our Federal architecture may truly represent our national 
genius and keep pace with the rapid development of the arts 
of architecture and landscape fx. de cite and the science of 
> oe Architects, landscape architects, or engineers 
shall not employed without prior submission to the ad- 
ministrator of oublec works of satisfactory evidence of their 
qualifications and experience. 

That whenever circumstances warrant, such services shall 
be contracted for by the employment of the ablest architects, 
landscape architects, and engineers resident in the 
sections of the country wherein such Federal buildings are to 
be erected. 

That all such individuals, firms, or corporations shall 
render their services subject to the approval and under bs 
direction of the administrator of public works, whose duty 
shall be to act for the Government in all matters rega 
sites, the allotment and subdivision of space, the control 
technical detail, the letting of contracts, and the supervision 
of the erection of said Federal _buildings. 

That the cost of compensation for outside professional or 
technical services shall be charged to the appropriation for the 
uae of the building for which such services are ren- 

e 

(2)—Amend Section 506, nee B, Page 42, line 8 to 11 
by substituting the fol 

It shall be the dut of te administrator to standardize 
contract procedure | oF oe nee Npor as practicable and 
desirable, with a view to effecting the utmost economy con- 
sistent with suitable construction, and with due regard for 
varying local needs, conditions, materials and methods. 


At the request of Mr. LaBeaume many dele- 
gates called on their Senators and Representatives 
to urge the incorporation of these amendments in 
the pending legislation. A report on the Admin- 
istration of Public Works legislation, when finally 
passed, will appear in THe OcTacon. 





Interest 


the very essentials of a masterpiece. 
“The charm of old European towns and villages, 
which we in great numbers travel thousands of miles 
to see lies largely in the harmony of form and color, 
which pervades each group. Never does one find 
in those delightful places a conscious attempt to be 
original or different or conspicuous. Their builders, 
using the materials at hand and the common methods 
of construction then obtaining, did not shrink from 
the inevitable family resemblance to other structures 
in the locality. ad 

“With us harmony in the group is Pi more ai 


* * 
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cult to achieve. We are not a homogeneous people 
and can have no national taste sufficiently formed 
to guide us. Furthermore, we are not limited by the 
character of local building materials and because 
of easy travel, cheap printing and photography we 
are free to choose ‘styles’ as we will. And we have 
chosen with disastrous results. Our unguided free- 
dom has become here license and, rather than har- 
mony, confusion is now the dominant characteristic 
of American residential districts.” 

(From a bulletin by The Alphonso E. Bell Cor- 
poration, Bel-Air, Los Angeles, California, issued 
in an effort fo prevent “sour architecture” in Bel- 
Air. It contains many helpful suggestions to those 
interested in “developments” of well designed homes 
in architectural harmony.) 


International Town Planning Contest—Stockholm. 

The city of Stockholm is planning to issue invita- 
tions to architects to take part in an international 
contest for a new city plan. The City Council has 
already granted a sum of 120,000 crowns for prizes 
and other costs in connection with the contest. The 
crown equals $0.268 U. S. currency at par, gold 
basis, but the average exchange value for January, 
1932, was only $0.1919: 

It is the intention of the city administration to 
modernize one of the central sections of the capital, 
the planning of which dates back to the seventeenth 
century and where the narrow streets cannot suffi- 
ciently provide for the heavy traffic of present days. 
This part of Stockholm includes the major part of 
the business and banking houses. In several minor 
cases the streets have already been widened, but it 
is now found necessary to deal with this growing 
problem in a general way. To this end the city 
has formed a town planning commission (Stads- 
planenamnd) consisting of several prominent Swe- 
dish architects as well as one London and one 
Berlin town planning expert. This commission 
has already met in Stockholm, and the invitation to 
participate in the contest will be issued later in 
the spring of 1932. It is expected that the contest 
will be open until the end of 1932, and the final 
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result will probably be made known some time in 


June, 1933. 

For additional information regarding the con- 
templated International Town Planning Contest 
address Basil D. Dahl, Trade Commissioner in 
Charge, Stockholm, Sweden. 


America. 


“The morning rush to the city starts early. From 
outlying apartments—which serve as shelters rather 
than homes—comes the city workers. As the trains 
rush to a standstill, a colorful collection of men 
and women emerge from a sea of newspapers, to con- 
tinue their rush to business. 

“Within the office the same hustle is found. Noise 
and commotion again hold sway, but it is doubtful 
if the amount of work is in proportion to the com- 
motion. It is quite usual, however, to find the 
whole staff hard at it till midnight, while the ex- 
citing whirr of electric fans blends with the gurgle 
of iced water, the throb of traffic far below, and the 
heavy humid atmosphere. 

“New York after dark presents a very different 
scene. The million glittering lights of Broadway 
tempt the pleasure seekers with flickering invita- 
tions. Arrtificiality attains its climax. Ladies’ faces, 
heavily made up, sparkle while the gleam beneath 
parted lips tells of the recent rush of gold to 
America!” ° ad 

“On the ee bound ‘leer again, the deck 
rail is crowded with returning visitors. The tow- 
ering bulk of New York sinks into the sea leaving 
a confused picture of recent events to torment the 
bewildered mind. With the passage of time gro- 
tesque shapes become clearer and more sane, and 
eventually resolve themselves into a definite impres- 
sion of a country, conscious of its youth, gradually 
weaving a background of history which may s¢rve 
to give a soul to her constitution and a real meaning 
to her Architecture.” 


(From “An Impression of America,” By G. Les- 
lie Cruickshank, A.RI.B.A., in the Quarterly of 
The Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland.) 
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